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OOR_ARTVIIISIRE 

ARTICLE VIII. - SIGN REQUIREMENTS  

 

FOOTNOTE(S): 

--- (13) ---  

Editor's note— Section 1 of Ord. No. 2260, adopted July 18, 1989, specifically repealed former Art. VIII, 
§§ 8.100ð8.500, and § 2 of the ordinance enacted a new Art. VIII, to read as set out in §§ 8.100ð8.614. 
Prior to repeal, Art. VIII pertained to similar provisions and derived from Ord. No. 455, originally adopted 
June 17, 1969; Ord. No. 1418; Ord. No. 1917, § 1, adopted Oct. 7, 1986; Ord. No. 1950, § 1, adopted 
July 6, 1987; and Ord. No. 2034, § 1, adopted July 19, 1988. Subsequently, Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 
9563, Exh. A, § 19), adopted November 19, 2013 deleted the section analysis at Art. VIII. 

Cross reference— Nuisance abatement relative to building exteriors, § 18-6; signs in Scottsdale Mall, § 
20-116; encroachment of identification and directional signs in public ways, § 47-78. 

Sec. 8.100. - Administration.  

Sec. 8.101. - Purpose.  

I. It shall be the purpose of this chapter to promote and protect the general health, safety, welfare and 
community environment by establishing a comprehensive system for the regulation on all advertising 
devices, displays, signs and their housing, structure or form, while maintaining or improving 
economic stability through an attractive sign program. It is also the purpose of this chapter to protect 
the general public from damage and injury which may be caused by the faulty and uncontrolled 
construction of signs within the city; to protect pedestrians and motorists of the City of Scottsdale 
from damage or injury caused, or partially attributable to the distractions and obstructions caused by 
improperly situated signs; to promote the public safety, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of travel 
and the free flow of traffic within the City of Scottsdale.  

II. It is also the intent of this chapter to enhance or create a more attractive and meaningful business 
climate; to promote and aid the city's important tourist industry; to enhance, protect, and maintain the 
physical and natural beauty of the community including its scenic preserves; to preserve the beauty 
and unique character of the City of Scottsdale, and to ensure that signage is clear, compatible with 
the character of the adjacent architecture and neighborhoods and provides the essential identity of, 
and direction to, facilities in the community.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03) 

Sec. 8.102. - Requirement of conformity.  

I. No sign may be placed or maintained in the city except as provided herein. All signs maintained 
contrary to the provisions of this Article are declared to be nuisances, and as such may be abated as 
provided by law.  

II. Any noncommercial sign may be substituted for any sign allowed by this ordinance. The substitution 
or addition of any noncommercial sign shall not increase or decrease the sign budget for the property 
on which the noncommercial sign is located.  
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III. Only the following signs erected or maintained by the city or other governmental entity shall be 
located in the right-of-way or on public property:  

A. Signs for traffic management; 

B. Signs identifying street names; 

C. Qualifying directional event banners; 

D. Signs in a community sign district created by City Council for all or part of the Downtown Area 
or redevelopment area; or  

E. Signs erected by a governmental entity for a governmental purpose. 

IV. No signs shall be placed: 

A. To interfere with the sight distance requirements of the Design Standards and Policies Manual; 
or  

B. To interfere with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended.  

V. Only the City may place a sign on a City structure. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 3971, § 2, 11-1-11; 

Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 20ð23), 11-19-13)  

Cross referenceð Nuisances, Ch. 18.  

Sec. 8.103. - Nonconforming signs.  

I. Reasonable repairs and alterations, including changes to the face, color, and letters, may be made 
to nonconforming signs.  

II. If a nonconforming sign 

A. Is changed structurally; 

B. Is damaged in excess of fifty (50) percent of the replacement cost, established by a qualified 
appraiser; or  

C. Is temporarily or permanently removed by any means, including an act of God, 

then such sign may be restored, reconstructed, altered, or repaired only in conformance with the 
provisions of this ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91) 

Sec. 8.104. - Penalties for violations.  

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions of this Article, or failing to comply with any 
order or regulation made hereunder, shall be subject to the penalty provisions of Section 1.1400 of the 
Zoning Ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07)  

Sec. 8.105. - Revocation of permits.  

The general manager shall have the authority to revoke any permit authorizing the erection of a sign 
which has been constructed or is being maintained in violation of the permit.  
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I. Notice of the general manager's decision to revoke a sign permit shall be served upon the 
holder of the permit:  

(a) By delivering in person a copy of the notice to the holder of the permit, or to one of it's 
officers, or  

(b) By leaving a copy of the notice with any person in charge of the premises, or 

(c) In the event no such person can be found on the premises, by affixing a copy of the notice 
in a conspicuous position at an entrance to the premises and by the certified mailing of 
another copy of the notice to the last known post office address of the holder of the permit.  

II. The holder of the permit may appeal the decision of the general manager to revoke the permit 
to the Board of Adjustment, in writing, within fifteen (15) days from the date when the notice was 
served.  

III. If no appeal has been taken at the end of fifteen (15) days, the permit is revoked. The general 
manager shall then initiate the process for the removal of the illegal sign.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91) 

Sec. 8.106. - Removal or repair of signs.  

I. The property owner is responsible for the signs on the property. 

II. The property owner shall remove the following signs: 

A. An illegal sign, within ten (10) days after notice. 

B. A temporary sign, within forty-eight (48) hours after notice. 

C. A damaged or vandalized sign, or a sign in disrepair, and not repaired, within: 

1. Ten (10) days after notice; or 

2. Thirty (30) days after the sign is damaged or vandalized, or becomes in disrepair, 
whichever happens first.  

D. Signs associated with a building or tenant area that is unoccupied within: 

1. Thirty (30) days after notice; or 

2. Sixty (60) days after the building or tenant area is vacated, whichever happens first. 

III. Notice shall be served personally at the property or to the property owner by first class mail.  

IV. The Zoning Administrator may remove the following signs: 

A. Upon a court order, any sign referred to in subsection II above that is not removed within the 
time allotted.  

B. Any unsafe or defective sign that creates an immediate hazard to persons or property, without 
notice to the property owner.  

VI. Political signs on public streets: The Arizona Revised Statutes control the removal of political signs.  

VII. The property owner is liable for the cost for the city to remove a sign. 

VIII. The property owner shall repair a damaged or vandalized sign, or a sign in disrepair, within:  

A. Ten (10) days after notice; or 

B. Thirty (30) days after the sign is damaged or vandalized, or becomes in disrepair, whichever 
happens first.  
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(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99; Ord. No. 

4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 24), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.107. - Liability for damages.  

The provisions of this ordinance shall not be construed to relieve or to limit in any way, the 
responsibility or liability of any person, firm, or corporation which erects or owns any sign, for personal 
injury or property damage caused by the sign; nor shall the provisions of this ordinance be construed to 
impose upon the City of Scottsdale, its officers, or its employees, any responsibility or liability by reason of 
the approval of any sign under the provisions of this ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.108. - Affect of amendment on pending suits.  

The amendment of this ordinance shall not:  

(1) Affect suits pending or rights existing immediately prior to the effective date of this ordinance, or  

(2) Impair or avoid or affect any grant or conveyance made or right acquired or cause of action now 
existing under any such amended ordinance or amendment thereto, or  

(3) Affect or impair the validity of any bond or other obligation issued or sold in constituting a valid 
obligation of the issuing authority immediately prior to the effective date of this ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.109. - Enforcement officer.  

The general manager shall have the authority to enforce this ordinance, and to make all inspections 
required to ensure such enforcement, and to hear appeals of all decisions relating to the Uniform Building 
Code and the National Electrical Code.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.200. - Definitions.  

(Note: Graphics in definition section added with 7-TA-2002)  

Airport. Those areas included within the perimeter fence of the Scottsdale Municipal Airport property.  

Animation. The movement or the optical illusion of movement of any part of the sign structure, design 
or pictorial segment, including the movement of any illumination or the flashing or varying of light 
intensity; the automatic changing of all or any part of the facing of a sign; the movement of a sign set in 
motion by the atmosphere. Time and temperature devices shall be considered animated signs. Banners 
and flags shall be exempted from this definition.  

Applicant. A person or entity who applies for a sign permit in accordance with the provisions of this 
ordinance.  

Architectural sign. A sign incorporated into an architectural element such as an archway, fountain or 
sculptured garden which is integrated with, but subordinate to, the overall architectural element.  

Area of sign. In the case of individual letters used as a sign, the area is ninety (90) percent of the 
area enclosed within the smallest regular geometric figure needed to completely encompass all letters, 
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insignias or symbols of the sign, including horizontal spacings between letters, insignias or symbols, 
except as otherwise provided herein.  

For signs other than individual letters, words, insignias or symbols, the area is the total area of the 
facing or the total area within the outer edge of any existing border of the sign.  

 

Area of Sign 

Arterial (street). Those lengths of streets so classified on the City of Scottsdale's General Plan.  

Automated teller machine directional sign. A traffic directional sign which is used to direct pedestrian 
or vehicular traffic on a parcel to the location of an automated teller machine.  

Automated teller machine sign. Any sign located on or architecturally associated with the exterior 
face of an automated teller machine.  

Awning sign. Signs which are placed on or integrated into fabric or other material canopies which are 
mounted on the exterior of a building.  

Banner. A rectangular shape of fabric or other suitable material which is attached or suspended at 
two (2) ends or continuously across the long side. Attachment or suspension may be from buildings 
and/or poles.  

Banner, decorative. A banner which contains no text.  

Banner, seasonal and special event. A banner which displays graphics and limited text regarding a 
holiday, a season, or a special event.  

Banner, qualifying directional event. A banner which displays graphics and limited text regarding a 
qualifying event, with the intent to direct pedestrians, motorists, and other passersby to a "qualifying 
event." A "qualifying event" is a City-sponsored activity that results in the gathering of multiple persons for 
entertainment, meeting, social, educational, or other similar activities.  

Building front foot. The maximum width of the projected building elevation measured on a straight 
line parallel to the street if the building is within one hundred and fifty (150) feet of the street and visible 
from the street or a straight line parallel to the face of the building which has the primary entrance. In the 
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event that a building fronts on two (2) or more streets, the property owner shall be given the option of 
selecting one (1) street frontage for the purpose of computing allowable sign area.  

 

Building Front Foot  

Building identification. The name of a building or of a tenant or occupants occupying at least thirty 
(30) percent of the building or sixty (60) percent of the first floor, which is placed on the building, or on a 
freestanding sign.  

Building wall. The individual sides of a building.  

Business entrance identification. A sign adjacent to, or on the entrance door of, a business 
containing the business name and such other appropriate information as store hours and telephone 
numbers.  

Business front foot. The lineal distance of the building space occupied by the particular business 
measured on a straight line parallel to the street. Where a business does not parallel a street, the front 
foot shall be measured along the exterior of the building space occupied by the particular business. 

 

Business Front Foot  

Business name. The name by which a business is commonly recognized and used by the applicant. 
The applicant shall provide stationery or other supporting documents illustrating the use of the business 
name or verification of the official business license or tax name. Slogans or product information shall not 
be considered as the business name.  

Cabinet. A three-dimensional structure which includes a frame, borders and sign panel face and may 
include internal lighting upon which the sign letters and logos are placed or etched, and is architecturally 
integrated with the building.  

Change panel. A sign designed to permit immediate change of copy with language other than the 
name of the business.  
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Column sign. A monolithic project identification sign with a height not less than three (3) times its 
width.  

 

Column Sign Example  

Commercial district. A group or cluster of retail shops, offices or industrial buildings which share 
common parking, landscaping, and/or frontage, have a property owners association and have a name 
which is generally understood by the public to refer to the group or cluster.  

Commercial sign. A sign erected for a business transaction or advertising purpose.  

Common building entrance. In a multitenant building, an entrance leading to a common lobby, 
atrium, patio and/or elevator foyer.  

Community sign district. A group of businesses in a specified area in the city which have been 
organized into a coordinated group for the purpose of common signage and signage control.  
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Comprehensive sign program. A sign program submitted under the guidelines of a community sign 
district intended to encourage flexible signage opportunities which is greater than that allowed in 
underlying zoning district.  

Contractor or subcontractor signs. The temporary signs which identify the contractor or subcontractor 
engaged in the construction, reconstruction or repair of a building or buildings on a lot or parcel of 
property.  

Development sign. A sign used to identify an approved future development.  

Directory sign. A sign which provides a listing of the names of businesses, activities, addresses, 
locations, uses or places within a building or complex of buildings for the purpose of identification only.  

 

Directory Sign  

Entryway sign. A sign which is placed on the perimeter of a recorded subdivision, townhouse project, 
commercial district, master planned community, hotel, motel or guest ranch at a major street or driveway 
entrance to identify the name of the interior project. Such signs may flank both sides of the entrance and 
may include ground or landscape wall sign types.  

Fascia. A parapet-type wall used as part of the face of a flat roofed building and projecting not more 
than six (6) feet from the building face immediately adjacent thereto. Such a wall shall enclose at least 
three (3) sides of the projecting flat roof and return to a parapet wall or the building.  

 

Fascia  
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Flag. A fabric sheet of square, rectangular or triangular shape which is mounted on a pole, cable or 
rope at one (1) end.  

Flag, decorative. A flag which contains no text or graphics.  

Freestanding sign. A sign that is not attached to any building.  

Fuel change panel price sign. A sign used to identify the current price(s) of fuel as required by state 
law.  

General manager. The city's planning and zoning general manager or designee.  

Grand opening. The introduction, promotion or announcement of a new business, store, shopping 
center or office, or the announcement, introduction or promotion of an established business changing 
ownership. A business qualifies for a grand opening sign when it has been closed to the public for a 
period of thirty (30) days (as indicated on a new Scottsdale Business License).  

Grand opening sign. A temporary banner sign which calls attention to the opening of a new business.  

Ground level. The finished grade of the adjacent street curb or where there is no street curb, six (6) 
inches above street grade. In areas within the hillside district, ground level shall be the existing natural 
grade.  

Ground sign. A freestanding sign that is architecturally integrated with the building with individually 
mounted letters and logos only. This sign shall be built with continuous background surface built from the 
ground up.  

Height. The distance from ground level to the top of the sign structure.  

Identification sign. A building wall, landscape wall, ground sign or temporary sign used to present the 
name of a major residential project, master planned community or master planned community information 
center.  

Illegal sign. Any sign erected without first obtaining an approved sign permit, other than 
nonconforming signs.  

Indirect lighting. A source of external illumination located away from the sign, which lights the sign, 
but which is itself not visible to persons viewing the sign from any street, sidewalk or adjacent property.  

 

Indirect Lighting  
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Individual letters. A cut-out or etched letter or logo which is individually placed on a landscape, 
screen wall, building wall or ground sign.  

Information center. A facility in a master planned community which provides information, displays 
and guides for visitors in order to direct, to promote and sell projects within the master planned 
community.  

Internal lighting. A source of illumination entirely within the sign which makes the contents of the sign 
visible at night by means of the light being transmitted through a translucent material but wherein the 
source of illumination is not visible.  

Internal/indirect lighting. A source of illumination entirely within an individual letter, cabinet or 
structure which makes the sign visible at night by means of lighting the background upon which the 
individual letter is mounted. The letters are opaque, and thus are silhouetted against the background. The 
source of illumination is not visible.  

Landscape wall sign. A freestanding sign architecturally integrated with the building, mounted on a 
screen or perimeter wall and having individual letters. The sign is mounted on, or to, a wall, pole or base 
which may or may not be an attachment or extension of a building wall.  

Logo. A graphic symbol representing an activity, use or business. Permitted logos shall be registered 
trademarks or symbols commonly used by the applicant, and may include graphic designs in addition to 
lettering. Applicant shall provide stationery or other supporting documents illustrating use of logo.  

Maintenance. The replacing or repairing of a part or portion of a sign necessitated by ordinary wear, 
tear or damage beyond the control of the owner or the reprinting of existing copy without changing the 
wording, composition or color of said copy.  

Master planned community. A project of at least one hundred sixty (160) acres which is planned, 
developed or closely coordinated with a unified character and land use scheme, and having a master 
property owners association which includes all lands within the master planned community.  

Master sign program. A specific set of design standards established for the purpose of unifying a 
variety of signs associated with a multi-tenant or multi-use building or complex of buildings.  

Medical facilities. Major campuses or buildings which include public, private or research hospitals, 
nonprofit or research clinics, or emergency care centers.  

Menu sign. A temporary sign used to inform the public of the list of dishes, foods or entrees available 
in a restaurant and may include the corresponding prices.  

Mid-size monument sign. A free-standing cabinet or panel sign architecturally integrated with the 
project or building design mounted on, or within a base which is detached from any building which has a 
greater area and height than a monument sign and has less height than a tower sign.  

Modifiers. A word describing uses and activities other than the business name.  

Monument sign. A freestanding cabinet or panel sign mounted on, or within a base (above grade), 
which is detached from any building.  

Multiple tenant commercial building. A commercial development in which there exists two or more 
separate commercial activities, in which there are appurtenant shared facilities (such as parking or 
pedestrian mall), and which is designed to provide a single area in which the public can obtain varied 
products and services. Distinguishing characteristics of a multiple tenant commercial building may, but 
need not, include common ownership of the real property upon which the center is located, common-wall 
construction, and multiple occupant commercial use of a single structure.  

Nameplate. A small sign which identifies a resident's or home's name and address or the name of a 
farm, ranch or commercial stable. Such signs may be shingle, building wall, or archway-mounted signs.  

Noncommercial sign. Any sign that is not a commercial sign, including, but not limited to, any traffic 
management or street sign erected by any governmental entity; any flag or badge or insignia of the 
United States, State of Arizona, Maricopa County, City of Scottsdale, or official historic plaque of any 
governmental jurisdiction or agency; any sign erected for a governmental use (including the posting of 
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notices required by law), or any sign pertaining to a candidate for public office, or it supports or opposes a 
ballot measure, a governmental issue, political party, or relating to views about social, economic, or 
governmental relationships.  

Nonconforming sign. Any sign which is not allowed under this ordinance, but which, when first 
constructed, was legally allowed by the City of Scottsdale or the political subdivision then having the 
control and regulation over construction of signs.  

Occupancy. A purpose for which a building, or part thereof, is used or intended to be used. 
 Off-premises sign. A sign which is located on property other than where a business is located, the 
product is sold, or the service is offered.  

On-premises development sign. A development sign located on the property/parcel under 
development.  

Outdoor type business. A business all or most of whose business is conducted, or items displayed, 
in an open area subject to the regulations of the Scottsdale zoning ordinance. 
 Panel. A two-dimensional visual background behind the sign letters and logos which is visually 
separated from the mounting upon which the sign letters and logos is placed by the presence of a border, 
different colors, different materials, or other technique of visual framing around the letters or logo.  

Pan-formed letter. An individual letter which is three-dimensional and is constructed by means of a 
three-sided metal channel. The open side of the channel may face a wall or be faced with a translucent 
panel which is placed away from the wall. 
 Parapet wall. That portion of a building exterior wall projecting above the plate line of the building.  

Permanent sign. Any sign which is intended to be lasting and is constructed from an enduring 
material such as masonry and metal which remains unchanged in position, character, and condition 
(beyond normal wear), and is permanently affixed to the ground, wall or building, provided the sign is 
listed as a permanent sign in the ordinance.  

Planned district(s) are Planned Convenience Center PCoC; Planned Neighborhood Center PNC; 
Planned Community Center PCC; Planned Airpark Core Development PCP; Planned Regional Center 
PRC; Planned Community P-C; any portion of a Planned Community P-C district with an underlying 
zoning district comparable to the commercial districts in Table 4.100.B.; Planned Airpark Core 
Development PCP; Planned Unit Development PUD; Special Campus SC; and Downtown D.  

Plate line. The point at which any part of the main roof structure first touches or bears upon an 
external wall.  

 

Plate Line  

Projected building face. A calculation of the maximum lineal footage of the building front times the 
maximum height of the building.  
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Projected elevation area. The total area of the building face as projected to an imaginary plane 
parallel to the primary direction of the building face.  

Projecting sign. A business identification sign that is mounted perpendicular to the face or corner of a 
building.  

 

Projecting Sign Example  

Public property. Unless otherwise expressly provided, public property means any and all real or 
personal property over which the city or other governmental entity has or may exercise control, whether or 
not the city owns the property in fee, and it includes, but is not limited to public buildings, public streets, 
alleys, sidewalks, rights-of-way and improved or unimproved land of any kind and all property 
appurtenant to it.  

Required landscaping. The specific area (on site) to be landscaped at the base of the freestanding 
sign.  

Residential entry sign. A sign that is placed at the entrance to a multifamily and duplex development, 
manufactured home park, or single-family development only in order to identify the name of the 
development.  

Roof line. The highest point of the main roof structure or the highest point on a parapet but shall not 
include cupolas, pylons, projections or minor raised portions of the roof.  

Sales, lease and rent signs. signs which indicate that a premises, building or vacant lot is currently 
for sale, lease or rent.  

Scenic corridor. A specific, required landscape setback located along certain major streets, and 
identified in the city's General Plan.  

Scenic corridor monument sign. A freestanding cabinet or panel sign located within a scenic corridor 
or on a non-scenic corridor roadway of a corner property that has scenic corridor frontage. Mounted on or 
within a base (above-grade) that is detached from any building, and when located on the street frontage 
of the site address, containing that address's numerals, and which, for multiple-tenant commercial 
complexes only, includes no more than two (2) tenant or occupant names.  

Semi-permanent sign. A sign constructed of material more permanent than cloth, canvas, cardboard, 
or other like materials, but which is not constructed of permanent materials such as masonry or metal. A 
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semi-permanent sign is intended to be displayed for a period of time longer than that of a temporary sign 
and is displayed for a specified time.  

Shingle sign. A sign suspended from a roof overhang of a covered porch or walkway which identifies 
the tenant of the adjoining space.  

Sign. Any device for visual communication which is used or is intended to attract the attention of the 
public, when the display of this device is visible beyond the boundaries of the public or private property 
upon which the display is made.  

Sign budget. The total cumulative sign area for all types of signs allowed to a parcel or project.  

Sign wall. Any surface (excluding windows) of a building within twenty-five (25) degrees vertical. 
Signs on a wall shall be limited to business identification and approved modifiers.  

Special event. A promotional event such as, but is not limited to; bazaars, street fairs, shows, 
exhibitions, sporting events, runs, bicycling events, and block parties. This does not include sidewalk 
sales occurring on private property where merchandise normally sold indoors, and is transferred from 
indoor to outdoor for sale.  

Standing canopy sign. A sign mounted to the top of the leading edge of a canopy located above a 
storefront parallel to the building façade on which it is mounted.  

 

Standing Canopy Sign Example  

Sum total sign area. Aggregate area of all signs for any individual use (excluding traffic directional 
signs). In every event, computation of allowable sign area includes all existing signs on the premises, 
whether such signs be conforming or nonconforming unless specifically excepted by the terms of this 
ordinance.  

Temporary sign. Any sign, banner, pennant, or valance constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, 
cardboard, wallboard or other like materials. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground, wall or 
building, intended to be displayed for a short period of time only.  

Tower sign. A freestanding cabinet or panel sign architecturally integrated with the building having a 
minimum height of ten (10) feet to the bottom of the sign. The sign base shall be constructed not to 
exceed fifty (50) percent of the open space beneath the cabinet or panel.  
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Tower Sign  

Traffic directional sign. Signs used at driveways to improve public safety and to enhance public 
access to the site from public streets. This sign provides information which will assist the operators of 
vehicles in the flow of traffic. Such signs may use names, logos, or symbols of buildings, businesses, 
activities, uses or places as a means of direction.  

Window sign. Any poster, cut-out letters, painted text or graphics, or other text or visual presentation 
affixed to or placed behind a window pane which is placed to be read from the exterior of a building.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 

2905, § 1, 8-5-96; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 3641, § 1(Exh. 1), 10-4-05; Ord. No. 

3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 3824, § 1, 12-9-08; Ord. No. 3971, § 3, 11-1-11; Ord. No. 

4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 25), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.300. - Procedures.  

Sec. 8.301. - Approvals required.  

I. Signs, comprehensive sign programs, master sign programs, and community sign districts created 
by property owners are subject to Development Review Board approval as described in Article I.  

II. The Development Review Board shall review and render a decision for sign code exception requests 
relating signage design, and to the placement of signs on a new multi-tenant building as provided in 
Sections 8.403 and 8.405. In no case shall the total sign area increase for the property.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99; Ord. No. 

3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 26), 11-19-13; Ord. No. 4164, § 

1(Res. No. 9857, § 1, Exh. A, § 51), 8-25-14)  

Sec. 8.302. - Sign programs.  
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I. Master sign program.  

A. The purpose of the master sign program is to provide design compatibility for all signs and to 
integrate the signs with the architectural features of the multi-tenant building or complex of 
buildings.  

B. Submittal requirements: The property owner(s) or designated agent shall submit an application 
with a specific set of design standards, including but not limited to, letter and logo sizes, letter 
style, colors, texture, lighting methods, sign type and architectural features.  

C. Upon approval of the master sign program, all signage contained within the limits of the 
property, regardless of ownership or tenancy, shall comply with the design standards 
established by the program.  

II. Community sign district. The community sign district provides for a comprehensive sign program 
which is intended to encourage more flexible signage opportunities than allowed by the underlying 
zoning district. Community sign districts are regulated to the extent necessary to be consistent with 
the purpose and intent of the sign ordinance as specified in Section 8.101.  

A. Property owners may form a community sign district to propose and maintain a comprehensive 
sign program for additional signage as provided in this section.  

1. A community sign district may be formed by petition of at least seventy-five (75) percent or 
more of the affected property owners in the community sign district.  

2. The property owner(s) in a community sign district shall coordinate the preparation and 
submission of the comprehensive sign program.  

3. A community sign district and its comprehensive sign program may be approved for any of 
the following:  

a. Commercial or industrial development(s) that have a gross floor area of at least three 
hundred thousand (300,000) square feet;  

b. Resorts; 

c. Hospitals; 

d. Planned district that have a district size of at least fifteen (15) acres; 

e. Part of a Type 1 Area that has a linear frontage on both sides of the street totaling at 
least one thousand (1,000) feet; and  

f. Part of a Type 2 Area that is comprised of contiguous lots with a gross lot area of at 
least five (5) acres.  

4. A community sign district allows for the following bonuses that may be approved with the 
comprehensive sign program:  

a. Twenty (20) percent increase to the allowed sign budget; 

b. Twenty (20) percent increase to the allowed area of signs; and 

c. Twenty (20) percent increase to the allowed height. 

5. Only signs allowed in Article VIII may be approved as part of a the comprehensive sign 
program.  

6. The comprehensive sign program shall include a complete set of standards, including but 
not limited to, letter size, style, colors, type(s) of sign, placement of signs, number of signs, 
and sign material.  

7. The property owner(s) shall install and maintain all signage approved in the comprehensive 
sign program.  
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B. The City Council may form a community sign district for all or part of the Downtown Area or a 
redevelopment district.  

1. The comprehensive sign program shall include a complete set of standards, including but 
not limited to, letter size, style, colors, type(s) of sign, placement of signs, number of signs, 
and sign material. In no event may the comprehensive sign program propose signage of a 
type that is otherwise prohibited by this ordinance.  

2. The comprehensive sign program may include architectural signs in accordance with the 
following:  

a. Signs may be installed in right-of-way that has a street classification of a minor 
collector or greater in the Transportation Master Plan, and on property abutting such 
right-of-way.  

b. Signs may be installed in the right-of-way or on property abutting the right-of-way at 
the intersection of two streets. One of the two intersecting streets shall have a 
classification of a minor collector or greater in the Transportation Master Plan.  

c. The text shall be limited to the overall identification of all or part of the Downtown Area 
or redevelopment area.  

d. Maximum area of sign: sixty (60) square feet. 

e. Maximum height of sign: twenty (20) feet. 

f. Maximum number of signs per architectural element: one (1) sign. 

g. Maximum letter height for each architectural sign: two (2) feet. 

3. The comprehensive sign program may include banners mounted on the side of a street 
light pole in accordance with the following:  

a. The banners may identify all or part of the Downtown Area or redevelopment area. 

b. The banners shall be of new material and may be permanent, subject to Development 
Review Board approval of a maintenance program.  

4. The comprehensive sign program may include freestanding directory signs designed as 
architectural elements identifying points of interest in accordance with the following:  

a. Maximum area of sign: fifteen (15) square feet. 

b. Maximum height of sign: seven (7) feet. 

5. The City shall coordinate the preparation and submission of the comprehensive sign 
program. The application shall detail the responsibility for the installation and maintenance 
of signage approved in the comprehensive sign program.  

C. No sign identified in this section shall be placed upon real property without the consent of the 
property owner, nor shall such sign be placed in any public right-of-way, except when placed in 
accordance with subsection 8.302.II.B. above and other applicable ordinances.  

D. Any sign placed upon private property in accordance with subsection 8.302.II.B. above, shall be 
within an easement dedicated to the City.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 2905, § 1, 8-5-96; Ord. No. 

3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. 

A, §§ 27, 28), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.303. - Requirement of permit.  
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I. Except as provided below, a sign permit shall be required before the erection, reerection, 
construction, alteration, placing, or installation of all commercial signs regulated by this ordinance. 
Where commercial or noncommercial signs are illuminated electrically, a separate electrical permit 
shall be obtained as required by the National Electrical Code of the City of Scottsdale.  

II. The following signs require approval, but may not require a permit unless required by Chapters 31 
and 36 of the Scottsdale Revised Code:  

A. Nameplate signs; 

B. Any sign four (4) square feet or less in area not otherwise prohibited by this ordinance; 

C. Signs erected during the Christmas holidays as identification of temporary sales areas for 
Christmas trees and other holiday oriented items shall not be erected before Thanksgiving Day 
and shall be removed prior to New Year's Day;  

D. Temporary noncommercial signs; 

E. Signs not visible from off public or private property or business. 

F. Window signs on the inside of the window; 

G. Automated teller machine signs; and 

H. Signs indicating address numbers, building numbers or building identifications that are required 
by Chapters 31 and 36 of the Scottsdale Revised Code, with a maximum height of twelve (12) 
inches.  

III. The following may not require a permit unless required by Chapters 31 and 36 of the Scottsdale 
Revised Code:  

A. Maintenance without changing wording, composition, or colors; or 

B. The relocation of a sign when required by City. 

IV. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the erection, construction, and maintenance of official traffic, 
fire and police signs, signals, devices and marking of the State of Arizona and the City of Scottsdale, 
or other competent public authorities, or the posting of notices required by law.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; 

Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 29ð31), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.304. - Permit application and expiration.  

I. After Development Review Board approval, the property owner may apply for a sign permit. The 
application shall be on the city forms in accordance with Article I.  

II. A sign permit shall expire unless the sign authorized by such permit is erected within 180 days after 
its issuance, or if the work authorized by the permit is discontinued for 180 days after the last 
inspection.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3378, § 1, 6-4-01; Ord. No. 

4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 32), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.305. - Permit fees.  

I. The owner of a nonconforming sign which has been removed or brought into conformance shall not 
be required to pay a permit fee in order to obtain a permit for a replacement sign.  

II. Where work for which a permit is required by this ordinance is begun before a permit has been 
obtained, the fees above specified shall be doubled, but the payment of such double fee shall not 
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relieve any persons from complying fully with the requirements of this ordinance in the execution of 
the work or from any penalties prescribed herein.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2287, § 1, 6-5-90; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 

2663, § 1, 6-6-94; Ord. No. 3378, § 1, 6-4-01)  

Sec. 8.306. - Construction requirements.  

I. All signs shall be constructed in conformance with Chapters 31 and 36 of the Scottsdale Revised 
Code.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, 

Exh. A, § 33), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.307. - Inspections.  

All signs for which a permit is required shall be subject to the following inspections:  

I. Footing inspection on all freestanding signs. However, the general manager may waive the 
required inspection for signs five (5) feet or less in height.  

II. Electrical inspection on all illuminated signs. 

III. Inspection of braces, anchors, supports and connections and wall signs. 

IV. Site inspection to insure the sign has been constructed according to approved application and 
valid sign permit.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91) 

Sec. 8.308. - Reserved.  

Editor's noteð Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 34), adopted November 19, 2013, 

repealed § 8.308, which pertained to inspection markings. See also the Code Comparative Table.  

Sec. 8.400. - General Requirements.  

Sec. 8.401. - Required signs.  

I. All buildings shall be identified by address numbers, building numbers or building identifications as 
required by Chapters 31 and 36 of the Scottsdale Revised Code. These signs shall not be computed 
as part of the sign budget allowed, unless the height is greater than twelve (12) inches.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, 

Exh. A, § 39), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.311.  

Sec. 8.402. - Sign faces.  

All signs may be multifaced.  



 

  Page 19 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.403. - Business identification.  

Business identification signs shall identify the individual business. In those cases where the principal 
service is not identified by the business, that principal service may be identified through the use of 
modifiers in addition to the business name. All business identification for the same business shall be 
consistent on all signs except as noted in Section 8.525. Tenants in a multiple tenant building, without 
street frontage, may in addition to a building wall sign have their business identification placed on a 
landscape wall. The business identification sign on the landscape wall shall be limited to one (1) sign per 
tenant and a maximum sign area of ten (10) square feet. In no case, shall the total sign area of the 
landscape wall signs exceed one (1) square foot for each one thousand (1,000) square feet of gross floor 
area of the building or complex.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 

2514, § 1, 12-15-92; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03)  

Sec. 8.404. - Building or complex identification.  

A multiple tenant project may have a name identifying the building or complex on the building and on 
a freestanding sign in addition to identifying the building or complex, mid-size monument and tower signs 
may include no more than three (3) tenant names.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03) 

Sec. 8.405. - Wall signs.  

I. A wall sign which identifies a business must be placed on the wall of the business which the sign 
identifies except as allowed in Section 8.403.  

II. Maximum area of sign: 

A. Forty (40) square feet in the Type 1 Area, and 

B. Two hundred fifty (250) square feet elsewhere. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. 

A, § 40), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.406. - Sign character.  

The maximum height of any sign character on a cabinet sign shall be six (6) feet, except as allowed 
individual letters noted in Section 8.414.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90) 

Sec. 8.407. - Sign area.  

The minimum distance between the top of the freestanding sign structure and the sign copy shall be 
six (6) inches.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91) 
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Sec. 8.408. - Freestanding sign.  

I. Traffic hazard: A freestanding sign shall be placed in a manner so not to interfere with traffic in any 
way, or to confuse traffic, or to present any traffic hazard.  

II. Street placement: All freestanding signs shall be parallel or perpendicular to the street unless 
otherwise required by the city.  

III. Curb setback. All freestanding signs, except temporary freestanding signs, shall be set back a 
minimum of fifteen (15) feet from back of curb. Upon approval, a sign may be place nearer to the 
curb. Signs shall not obstruct the sight distance requirements of the Design Standards and Policies 
Manual.  

IV. All specified uses within this ordinance whose building is detached and part of a multitenant complex 
will be allowed the option of having a freestanding sign.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. 

No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 41), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.409. - Traffic directional signs.  

These are freestanding signs and are allowed for all uses. The sign area for such signs shall not be 
included when calculating the sum total of sign area for a use. Sign shall be limited to business name, 
logo, directional arrow and copy to read "Enter" or "Exit" only. Driveways with special uses such as 
deliveries, drive-thru, employee parking or public only will require Development Review Board approval.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.410. - Off-premises traffic directional signs.  

These signs are prohibited absolutely with the exception of hotels with one hundred (100) or more 
rooms, which does not abut a major arterial street. Such signs shall be installed on private property, and 
may contain the business name, logo, and/or directional arrow. Such signs shall be installed within one 
(1) mile of the site and all these signs require Development Review Board approval.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.411. - Scenic corridor.  

The following conditions shall apply to the placement of permanent signage within a scenic corridor 
not in the ESLO Overlay District:  

I. Development Review Board approval: The Development Review Board shall approve the 
permanent design and color scheme of all permanent signs which are permitted within a scenic 
corridor. Permanent signs shall be made of durable materials with muted color tones that are 
common to southwest architectural themes and are also compatible with the landscape 
character within a scenic corridor.  

II. Placement: No permanent signs shall be placed closer to the right-of-way edge of the adjacent 
street than eighty (80) percent of the required average width of the scenic corridor.  

III. Sign height: The maximum height of signs within the scenic corridor shall be eighteen (18) feet 
except under one (1) of the following conditions:  

A. When the sign within the scenic corridor is located seventy-five (75) feet from the adjacent 
right-of-way edge of the street, the maximum sign height may be raised by two (2) feet.  
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B. When the sign within the scenic corridor is located seventy-five (75) feet from the adjacent 
right-of-way edge of the street the sign area may be increased twenty (20) percent.  

C. In no case shall both of the previous conditions apply to the same sign. 

IV. Permanent signs allowed: All permanent types of signs allowed by this ordinance may be 
placed within a scenic corridor not located in the ESLO Overlay District, except monument 
signs, which are not allowed. Alternatively the ESLO Scenic Corridor monument signage as 
permitted below may be used in any non-ESLO Scenic Corridor; if the ESLO Scenic Corridor 
monument signage is used then no tower signs shall be allowed on any portion of the property.  

V. Placement of permanent signage. The following conditions shall apply to the placement of 
permanent signage within a scenic corridor in the ESLO Overlay District:  

A. Development Review Board approval: The Development Review Board shall approve the 
permanent design and color scheme of all permanent signs which are permitted within a 
scenic corridor in the ESLO Overlay District. In approving such signage, the Development 
Review Board shall determine that the proposed sign meets the following standards and 
design criteria. The Development Review Board shall have no power to review the words, 
symbols or other content of the message used on the sign.  

B. Signs allowed:  

1. Scenic corridor monument signs shall be the only permanent freestanding signs 
allowed within or behind the scenic corridor to identify the following uses on parcels of 
five (5) acres or more that are located adjacent to a general plan scenic corridor 
designated street: Multiple-tenant commercial buildings or complexes, public and 
institutional uses, schools, churches and places of worship, hotels and resorts. If a 
property utilizes a scenic corridor monument sign then that property shall not be 
allowed tower or mid-sized monument signs anywhere on the property.  

2. All other uses shall be subject to non-ESL zoned scenic corridor sign provisions. 
Temporary signage may be allowed in accordance with Sections 8.600ð8.616.  

C. Number of signs: There shall be only one (1) scenic corridor monument sign per 
development. However, buildings or complexes with a total floor area of one hundred fifty 
thousand (150,000) square feet or greater may have a maximum of two (2) scenic corridor 
monument signs per development.  

D. Placement of signs:  

1. Scenic corridor monument signs shall only be allowed at or near an entry drive into 
the site from a scenic corridor roadway or at or near an entry drive into the site from a 
non-scenic corridor roadway of a corner property that has scenic corridor frontage. 
Scenic corridor monument signs may be placed in a median of an entry drive 
specified above.  

2. Section 8.408.III. shall not apply to scenic corridor monument signs. Scenic corridor 
monument signs shall be placed at the property line and located a maximum distance 
from the edge of the entry drive curb of three (3) times the height of the sign or within 
an entry drive median. Sign locations shall be consistent with intersection sight 
distance and traffic safety triangle requirements, whichever applies to the site. If a 
sign location specified by this section would create a sight distance or safety triangle 
hazard, the sign location shall be adjusted the minimum amount necessary to prevent 
the hazard from being created.  

3. Signs shall be located with sensitivity to minimizing native plant disturbance. If 
necessary, then native plants may be relocated to provide for sign visibility if approved 
by the development review board.  

E. Sign size:  
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1. The maximum height of scenic corridor monument signs shall be five (5) feet including 
a minimum of a one (1) foot base measured from adjacent natural grade or curb 
height, whichever is greater.  

2. The sign width shall not be more than ten (10) feet. 

3. If the Development Review Board finds that the design enhancements are consistent 
with the scenic corridor design guidelines, design enhancements intended to meet the 
criteria listed below, shall be allowed as follows:  

(a) Up to an aggregate four (4) feet in width resulting in a total of fourteen (14) feet in 
width for a five (5) foot tall sign.  

F. Design criteria:  

1. Signage shall complement and be compatible with both the character of the roadway 
segment in which the scenic corridor occurs and the site architecture.  

2. Predominantly natural materials that reflect the rural and rustic desert character of the 
area, such as wood, rock, stone, rusted or other dull metal finishes shall be used.  

3. Signs shall integrate shapes and design elements having irregular forms that appear 
to resemble those of nature. Variations in height, length, depth, materials and 
textures, as well as landscaping elements, shall be encouraged in signage to create a 
varied elevation.  

4. High contrast shall be employed between background and copy within the designated 
copy area for improved readability. Color palettes shall include muted tones that blend 
with the surrounding desert environment, while providing contrast with accent colors 
for readability within the designated copy area. Colors shall not exceed a light 
reflective value (LRV) of thirty-five (35) percent, except that sign copy may have a 
higher light reflective value (LRV) when used with a dark background color; nor shall 
background colors exceed a value of six (6) and a chroma of six (6) as indicated in the 
Munsell Book of Color on file in the planning systems department.  

5. Permitted lights on signs. The only lights or illumination permitted on signs shall be 
reverse channel letter halo illumination, internally illuminated letters or low level 
signage indirect lighting, all designed to control glare and mute lighting impacts. Light 
sources shall be shielded from view and shall not allow spillage beyond the signage. 
Landscaping and landscape accent lighting shall be integrated with signage elements 
to create focal points that enhance the existing sense of place and shall be directed 
towards the sign copy and place-making elements (the textures, plants and materials 
of the sign, not the overall sign).  

6. Revegetation/landscaping within the minimum necessary designated sign visibility 
corridor, as approved by the Development Review Board, shall comply with section 
6.1060.D.2.a. through f. of the environmentally sensitive lands ordinance, except that 
consistency shall be required with only low-level plant species, which shall be allowed 
to be maintained at lower heights where taller plant species interfere with sign visibility 
and readability. Mature plants and trees shall be relocated as necessary to maintain 
non-interfering, low-level plant species and shall be utilized as appropriate to provide 
an enhanced native plant setting for the signage.  

7. Cabinet signs fabricated of acrylic, plexiglas®, plastic-faced, or injection molded 
panels with first-surface, second-surface applied translucent vinyls, films or painted 
graphics, and/or integrally colored polycarbonate materials that are internally 
backlighting the whole graphics area, are strictly prohibited.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3641, § 1(Exh. 1), 10-4-05) 
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Sec. 8.412. - Awning signs.  

Signs may be permitted on awnings if the following conditions have been met:  

I. The Development Review Board has determined that the awning is compatible with the color, 
architectural character and design of the building upon which the awning is mounted, that the 
location is appropriate, and that the materials used are safe and durable.  

II. If the awning is mounted on a multitenant building, the awning sign shall comply with the 
approved master sign program in color, size, material, and letter style.  

III. The maximum area the awning sign shall cover is twenty (20) percent of the total front face area 
of the awning or the maximum building front foot allowed for the use, whichever is less.  

IV. If sign letters or logos are placed on the awning valance, no letters or logos may be placed 
elsewhere on the awning.  

V. If sign letters or logos are placed on the awning, only the face area of the letters or logos may 
be illuminated. All illumination must be internal behind the surface of the awning.  

VI. The awning sign must not extend into the right-of-way. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07) 

Sec. 8.413. - Change panel signs.  

A change panel sign shall be used exclusively for the purpose of advertising dramatic or musical 
entertainment, motion pictures, special events, and convention activities which occur on the premise. 
However, change panel price signs shall only identify the current price(s) of fuel sold and cost of the car 
wash service provided by the use.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90) 

Sec. 8.414. - Individual letters.  

The maximum height of any individual letter is six (6) feet, except in the case on a wall sign where 
the business name is a combination of upper and lower case letters. In this case, the maximum height for 
the individual letter may be eight (8) feet, provided that the average height of all individual letters does not 
exceed six (6) feet and the business name does not exceed the maximum sign area allowed by 
ordinance. Individually mounted script words may be allowed. In no case shall visible raceways be 
allowed.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.415. - Modifiers.  

Modifiers may be used on building wall, ground, and, monument signs and shall be identical for each 
sign. The maximum height of modifiers shall be subordinate to the vertical letter height of the business 
name. Such sign shall be included when computing the sum total sign area allowed for each use.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.416. - Directory signs.  
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Such signs are used to guide pedestrians to individual businesses as specified in Sections 8.500 and 
8.510.  

I. Directory signs may be placed only on the site of the development. 

II. Directory signs shall be erected only in internal pedestrian access areas except for parking lots 
where they may be installed adjacent to vehicular access areas provided their location has been 
approved by the Development Review Board.  

III. Directory signs are to be used for the purposes of direction and identification only. 

IV. Directory signs may be nonilluminated, or illuminated internally or by indirect lighting. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.417. - Window signs.  

Such signs placed within three (3) feet of the window pane shall be considered a window sign. 
Window signs may be internally illuminated only with the use of exposed neon lighting. There shall be a 
maximum of one (1) sign per use and such sign shall be limited to nine (9) square feet per window panel. 
The sign area shall be calculated against the square footage allowed the use. Sign copy shall be limited 
to business identification and a graphic symbol or any combination thereof. In no case shall product signs 
be allowed.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90) 

Sec. 8.418. - Open and closed signs.  

1. An open or closed sign signifies that a business is open or closed. 

2. The sign may indicate the hours of operation. 

3. Maximum number of signs per business: one (1) sign. 

4. Maximum area of sign: two (2) square feet. 

5. Illumination, if provided, shall be internal. 

6. The sign shall be placed inside the building, and may be displayed in a door or window, but no sign 
is permitted in unglazed openings.  

7. The sign shall not be calculated in the sign budget for the property. 

8. No permit or approval shall be required for the sign, unless required by Chapters 31 and 36 of the 
Scottsdale Revised Code.  

(Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 43), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.419. - Special events.  

I. Sign permits for special events shall be limited to forty-eight (48) cumulative days per calendar year 
per property.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 

4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 42), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.418.  
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Editor's noteð Former § 8.419, capital improvement projects was repealed by Res. No. 9563, § 

44, adopted November 19, 2013.  

Sec. 8.420. - Location requirement.  

I. Obstruction of exits. No sign shall obstruct any door, window or fire escape of any building.  

II. Traffic hazards. No sign shall be erected in such a way as to interfere with or to confuse traffic, to 
present any traffic hazard, or to obstruct the vision of motorists. The general manager shall require 
that the sign be placed in a different location or that the sign be set back in order to comply with this 
requirement.  

III. Signs on vehicles. No sign shall be erected or attached to any vehicle except for signs painted 
directly on the surface of the vehicle unless otherwise permitted by the City Code. The primary use 
of such vehicles shall be in operation of the business and not advertising or identifying the business 
premises. The vehicle shall be parked in a designated parking space, but shall not be parked in the 
right-of-way.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; 

Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 37), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.312.  

Sec. 8.421. - Prohibited movement.  

I. Animated signs. No sign shall be permitted that moves by any means or has animation, except flags.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, 

Exh. A, § 36), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly § 8.310.  

Sec. 8.422. - Sign lighting.  

I. Illumination.  

A. Signs may only be illuminated as provided in this Article. 

B. Permanent signs may be illuminated only by internal, internal indirect or by indirect lighting 
unless otherwise specified.  

C. Indirect sign lighting shall be shielded so that the illumination source is not visible from any 
adjacent street or property.  

II. Prohibitions. The following are prohibited:  

A. Flashing, blinking, or rotating light emitting device; 

B. Exposed neon or similar cold or hot cathode, fiber, or rod illumination; 

C. Exposed incandescent, fluorescent, metal halide, mercury vapor, and high and low pressure 
sodium lamp; and  

D. Exposed light emitting diodes (LEDs), except for indirect lighting. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 38), 11-19-13) 
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Noteð Formerly, § 8.401.  

Sec. 8.423. - Maintenance.  

Each sign shall be maintained in working order and repair at all times so that it does not constitute 
any danger or hazard to public safety, or a visual blight, and is free of peeling paint, or fading; 
indiscernible text, images or symbols; major cracks; or loose and dangling materials.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, 

Exh. A, § 35), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.309.  

Sec. 8.500. - Permanent Signs Allowed.  

Sec. 8.501. - Unspecified uses in C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-S, D, PNC, PCC, PCoC, PCP, PRC and PUD.  

I. Unspecified uses in C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-S, D, PNC, PCC, PCP, PRC and PUD, except multiple-
tenant commercial buildings, are allowed signs as follows:  

A. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: one and one-half (1½) square feet for each 
one (1) linear foot of building front foot.  

B. Individual Business Identification.  

1. Building wall signs.  

a. Sign shall identify the business. 

b. On each side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each linear 
foot of building wall.  

c. The maximum area of sign on each wall of building that is at least two hundred (200) 
feet from any public right-of-way: one and one-half (1½) square feet for one (1) linear 
foot of building wall.  

d. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

e. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

f. Sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

g. No part of the sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve 
(12) inches.  

2. Shingle signs.  

a. Sign shall be suspended from a roof overhang, covered walkway, covered porch, 
open lattice walkway, or attached to a building wall fascia.  

b. Sign shall identify the business. 

c. No part of a suspended sign shall extend beyond the edge of the overhang. 

d. Sign shall be on or adjacent to the business the sign identifies. 

e. Maximum number of signs: one (1) sign. 

f. Maximum number of signs parallel to the business front: one (1) sign. 
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g. Suspended signs shall maintain a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign 
and the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) inches.  

h. Sign may be attached to a fascia that maintains a minimum clearance between the 
bottom of the fascia and the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) 
inches.  

i. No part of an attached sign shall extend above or below the fascia. 

3. Freestanding business identification signs. There shall be a maximum of one (1) 
freestanding business identification sign per street.  

a. Ground signs:  

i. Sign shall identify the business. 

ii. Maximum number of signs per street: one (1) sign. 

iii. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty 
(120) square feet.  

iv. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

v. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

vi. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty 
(50) percent.  

b. Monument signs:  

i. Sign shall identify the business. 

ii. Maximum number of signs per street: one (1) sign. 

iii. Maximum area of sign: twenty-four (24) square feet. 

iv. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

v. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel: four (4) feet. 

vi. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel: ten (10) feet. 

vii. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) 
square feet.  

C. Traffic Directional Signs.  

1. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

2. Maximum height: three (3) feet. 

3. Maximum area of sign: four (4) square feet. 

4. Maximum area of sign for a business name or logo: one (1) square foot. 

5. Maximum area of sign adjacent to a driveway that is shared between two (2) or more lots: 
eight (8) square feet.  

6. Maximum area of sign for a business name or logo adjacent to a driveway that is shared 
between two (2) or more lots: eight (8) square feet.  

D. Directory Signs.  

1. Maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board. 

2. Maximum height of sign: seven (7) feet. 

3. Maximum area of sign for each business listed: one (1) square foot. 
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4. Maximum area of sign for the name of the building or complex: four (4) square feet. 

E. Automated Teller Machine Signs. Automated teller machine signs are allowed as specified in 
Section 8.522.  

F. Automated Teller Machine Directional Signs. Automated teller machine directional signs are 
allowed.  

G. A master sign program is required in the PUD District. 

H. Downtown Area: In order to enhance and protect the character of the pedestrian areas of the 
Downtown, the following special sign standards shall apply in the Downtown Area:  

1. Ground signs, monument signs, mid-size monument signs, and tower signs for all uses 
shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

2. Architectural signs are allowed on property zoned Planned Block Development Overlay 
(PBD), except in a Type 1 Area.  

3. In a Type 1 Area, architectural signs and freestanding directory signs are allowed as part of 
a community sign district in accordance with the following requirements:  

a. Architectural signs shall be in accordance with the following: 

i. Maximum number of signs: one (1) sign; 

ii. Maximum area of sign: sixty (60) square feet; 

iii. Maximum height of sign: twenty (20) feet; 

iv. Maximum letter height on sign: two (2) feet; 

v. Placement of sign: Only at the primary public entrance to the building; and 

vi. Sign shall be constructed of appropriate permanent material with individual, back 
or indirect illumination.  

b. Freestanding directory signs shall be in accordance with the following: 

i. Maximum area of sign: fifteen (15) square feet; and 

ii. Maximum height: seven (7) feet. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 2905, § 1, 8-5-96; Ord. No. 

3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 3854, § 4, 6-9-09; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. 

A, § 45), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.502. - Unspecified use in I-1 and I-G zones.  

[Unspecified uses in I-1 and I-G zones] are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Individual Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. a. 
Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 
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5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Shingle signs.  

1. Such sign shall be suspended from a roof overhang, covered walkway, covered porch, 
open lattice walkway, or attached to a building wall fascia.  

2. Such sign shall identify the business. 

3. Such sign shall be on or adjacent to the business the sign identifies. 

4. No part of a suspended sign shall extend beyond the edge of the overhang. 

5. The maximum number of such signs perpendicular to the business front shall be one (1) 
sign.  

6. The maximum number of such signs parallel to the business front shall be one (1) sign. 

7. Suspended signs shall maintain a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign and 
the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) inches.  

8. Such signs may be attached to a fascia that maintains a minimum clearance between the 
bottom of such fascia and the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) inches.  

9. No part of an attached shingle sign shall extend above or below a fascia. 

C. Freestanding business identification. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
business identification sign per street.  

1. Ground signs:  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

c. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

d. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square 
feet.  

e. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

f. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty 
(50) percent.  

2. Monument signs:  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

e. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

f. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

g. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred 
forty (240) square feet.  

II. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 
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B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall 
be two (2) square feet.  

III. Flags.  

A. Flags are allowed only for professional research and development laboratories and for 
manufacturing and processing facilities.  

B. The flag shall identify the business. 

C. The flag shall be suspended from a pole. 

D. The maximum area of the flag shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

E. The maximum height of the flag shall be thirty-six (36) feet. 

F. The flag pole shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

G. Governmental flags provided for elsewhere in this ordinance are not restricted by the provisions 
of this section.  

IV. Directory Signs.  

A. The maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board.  

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be seven (7) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be one (1) square foot for each business listed on the 
sign, and four (4) square feet for the name of the building or complex.  

V. [Automated Teller Machine Signs.] Automated teller machine signs are allowed as specified in 
Section 8.522, II.  

VI. [Automated Teller Machine Directional Signs.] Automated teller machine directional signs are 
allowed in Section 8.522, III.  

VII. Sum Total Sign Area. The sum total sign area allowed for signs in these districts is one (1) square 
foot for each one (1) lineal foot of building front foot.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.503. - Unspecified uses in S-R zone.  

[Unspecified uses in the SR zone] are allowed signs as follows: If any sign is located within two 
hundred fifty (250) feet of any street, no more than eighteen (18) square feet of sign area shall be visible 
from that street.  

I. Individual Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum wall sign area per street for each business use shall be twelve (12) square 
feet.  
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3. On any one (1) side of a building, the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

4. The maximum sign height on a building shall be eighteen (18) feet. 

5. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

6. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

7. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs parallel to a street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Traffic directional signs.  

1. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

2. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

4. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

5. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

6. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

D. Directory signs.  

1. The maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board.  

2. The maximum height of such sign shall be seven (7) feet. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be one (1) square foot for each business listed on 
the sign, and four (4) square feet for the name of the building or complex.  

E. [Automated teller machine signs.] Automated teller machine signs are allowed as specified in 
Section 8.522, II.  

F. [Automated teller machine directional signs.] Automated teller machine directional signs are 
allowed in Section 8.522, III.  

II. Total Sign Area.  

A. The sum total sign area for each individual business street frontage shall not exceed twelve (12) 
square feet.  

B. The sum total sign area for a development. 

1. The sum total sign area for a development containing less than forty thousand (40,000) 
square feet of building gross floor area shall not exceed seventy-two (72) square feet.  



 

  Page 32 

2. The sum total sign area for a development containing forty thousand (40,000) square feet 
of building gross floor area or more shall not exceed one hundred forty-four (144) square 
feet.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90) 

Sec. 8.504. - Unspecified uses in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4R, R-5, P-1, P-2, P-3, and O-S [zones.]  

I. Individual Business Identification. 

A. Building wall signs. 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs. 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Traffic directional signs. 

1. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

2. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

4. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

5. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

6. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

D. [Hotel flags.] One (1) flag is allowed for a hotel in R-4R. 

E. [Residential entryway signs.] Residential subdivisions, condominiums, townhouses and mobile 
home parks are allowed residential entryway signs.  

F. [Entryway signs; commercial, campus.] Commercial subdivisions and campus developments 
are allowed entryway signs.  

G. [Sum total sign area.] Sum total sign area per business use, twenty-four (24) square feet.  
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(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 3850, § 1(1), 6-2-09)  

Sec. 8.505. - Unspecified uses in C-O Zone.  

I. Sum total sign area.  

A. Except as provided in section 8.505.III. below, the sum total sign area allowed per business use 
is twenty-four (24) square feet.  

B. Upon approval of a master sign program in section 8.505.III for a building fifty thousand 
(50,000) square feet or larger only, the sum total sign area allowed per business use is one and 
one-half (1½) square feet per one (1) lineal foot of building front foot.  

II. Individual business identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building, the maximum sign area for each business is one (1) 
square foot per one (1) lineal foot of building wall.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Traffic directional signs.  

1. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

2. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

4. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

5. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

6. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

III. Master sign program.  

A. Submittal and review. To take advantage of larger signs permitted under section 8.505.I.B, the 
owner shall submit a master sign program. The owner of a building smaller than fifty thousand 
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(50,000) square feet may submit a master sign program for design review but is limited to the 
sum total sign area allowed in section 8.505.I.A.  

1. The following signs are subject to development review board approval: 

a. Signs equal to or less than five hundred (500) feet from, and facing platted residential 
districts or existing dwelling units.  

b. More than one (1) sign is proposed for each one hundred twenty-five (125) lineal feet 
of building wall for any story on a building fifty thousand (50,000) square feet or larger.  

2. The following signs are subject to city staff approval: 

a. Signs equal to or more than five hundred (500) feet from, and not facing platted 
residential districts or existing dwelling units, and  

b. Signs farther than five hundred (500) feet from platted residential districts or existing 
dwelling units.  

B. Standards of review. The following elements of the master sign program shall be reviewed to 
determine whether the master sign program minimizes the impact of the signs on platted 
residential districts or existing dwelling units.  

1. Sign size. Larger signs facing platted residential districts or existing dwelling units shall not 
have an adverse visual impact.  

2. Number of signs. There shall be no more than one (1) sign per business, per building front 
foot facing platted residential districts or existing dwelling units.  

3. Sign lighting. Signs are not illuminated or lighting is limited to reverse pan channel, halo-
illumination and/or low level indirect lighting to control glare and mute lighting impacts.  

4. Sign design and color. Signs are designed to minimize bright colors, glare and reflectivity, 
based on the following:  

a. The sign material is textured or has a matte or non-reflective treatment. 

b. The color palette should be complimentary to the building colors yet provide visual 
contrast.  

5. Sign content. The development review board shall have no power to review the words, 
symbols or other content on the message used on the sign.  

(Ord. No. 3850, § 1(2), 6-2-09) 

Sec. 8.510. - Permanent Signs for Specified Uses.  

Sec. 8.511. - Travel accommodations and guest ranches (with one hundred or fewer guest rooms) in R-5, 

C-2, C-3 and D, districts as follows:  

Hotels, motels, inns and guest ranches in R-5, C-2, C-3 and D [zones] (with one hundred (100) or 
fewer guest rooms) are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: forty-eight (48) square feet.  

II. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area allowed for each one (1) lineal 
foot of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

2. Such sign shall identify the business. 
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3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. A wall sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the 
plane of the building wall.  

6. No part of a building wall sign shall project from a building wall more than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Monument signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

5. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

6. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

7. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

III. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

IV. Downtown Area. Monument and traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 46ð50), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.512. - Travel accommodations and guest ranches (with one hundred one or more guest rooms) in 

R-5, C-2, C-3 and D districts.  

Hotels, motels, inns and guest ranches (with one hundred one (101) or more guest rooms) in the R-
5, C-2, C-3 and D zones are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: ninety-six (96) square feet.  

II. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs. 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 
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5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

III. Freestanding Business Identification. Maximum number of signs: one (1) freestanding business 
identification sign per street frontage.  

A. Tower signs. 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum area permitted for such a sign shall not exceed forty-eight (48) square feet.  

3. The maximum height of such signs shall be fifteen (15) feet. 

4. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than one hundred 
ninety-two (192) square feet.  

5. One-half (½) of such sign may be a change panel. 

B. Monument signs. 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

4. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

5. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

6. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

C. Mid-size monument signs 

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be sixty (60) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be eight (8) feet. 

4. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) square 
feet.  

5. One-half (½) of such sign may be a change panel. 

IV. Entryway Signs.  

A. Such sign shall name the resort. 

B. Such sign shall consist of individual letters on a freestanding wall. 

C. Such sign shall be architecturally integrated with the building. 

D. Such sign shall be located so as to identify the entrance to the resort. 

E. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

F. The maximum area of such sign shall be twelve (12) square feet. 

G. For each driveway the maximum number of such signs shall be two (2) signs. 

H. Such sign shall be placed in a manner not to interfere with traffic, confuse traffic, or to present 
any traffic hazard.  

I. Such sign shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet.  
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J. The freestanding wall may be located up to forty-five (45) degrees from parallel to the street.  

V. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

VI. Off-Premises Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of signs shall be two (2) signs. 

B. The maximum sign area for each sign shall be six (6) square feet. 

C. The maximum vertical dimension of each sign shall be three (3) feet. 

VII. Downtown Area. Monument signs, mid-size monument signs, tower signs, entryway signs, traffic 
directional signs, and off-premises traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 

4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 51ð59), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.513. - Travel accommodations and guest ranches in R-4R zones.  

Hotels, motels, inns and guest ranches in the R-4R zones are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 
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6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Flags.  

1. The flag shall contain only of the name of the resort. 

2. The maximum number of flags shall be one (1) flag. 

3. The maximum area of the flag shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

4. The maximum height of the flag shall be thirty-six (36) feet. 

5. The flag shall be suspended from a pole. 

II. Entryway Signs.  

A. Such sign shall name the resort only. 

B. Such sign shall consist of individual letters on a freestanding wall. 

C. Such sign shall be architecturally integrated with the building. 

D. Such signs shall be located so as to identify the entrance to the resort. 

E. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

F. The maximum area of such sign shall be twelve (12) square feet. 

G. For each driveway the maximum number of such signs shall be two (2) signs. 

H. Such sign shall be placed in a manner not to interfere with traffic, confuse traffic, or to present 
any traffic hazard.  

I. Such sign shall be placed within a meaningful landscaped setting of not less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet.  

J. The freestanding wall may be located up to forty-five (45) degrees from parallel to the street.  

III. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

IV. [Sum Total Sign Area.] The sum total sign area permitted for this use shall not exceed forty-eight 
(48) square feet for facilities of two hundred fifty (250) rooms or less, and ninety-six (96) square feet 
for facilities with more than two hundred fifty (250) rooms.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 60), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.514. - Public uses, institutional uses, schools and places of worship in residential districts.  

I. Public uses, institutional uses, schools, and places of worship in any residential district shown on 
Table 4.100.A are allowed a sum total sign area of sixty (60) square feet.  

II. Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  
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1. The sign shall identify the public use, institutional use, school or place of worship. 

2. On each side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each linear foot 
of building wall.  

3. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. The sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of the sign shall project from a building wall farther than twelve (12) inches. 

III. Freestanding Identification.  

A. Ground signs.  

1. The sign shall identify the public use, institutional use, school or place of worship. 

2. Maximum number of such signs per street: one (1). 

3. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty (120) square 
feet.  

4. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

5. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

6. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty (50) 
percent.  

B. Monument signs.  

1. The sign shall identify the public use, institutional use, school or place of worship. 

2. Maximum number of such signs per street: one (1) sign. 

3. Maximum area of sign: twenty-four (24) square feet. 

4. Maximum height number of sign: five (5) feet. 

5. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel: four (4) feet. 

6. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel: ten (10) feet. 

7. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) square 
feet.  

8. Maximum change panel area: one-half (½) of the area of sign. 

IV. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

B. Maximum height of sign: three (3) feet. 

C. Maximum area of sign: four (4) square feet. 

D. Business name or logo maximum area: one (1) square foot. 

E. Maximum area of sign for shared driveways: eight (8) square feet. 

F. Maximum area of a business name or logo for shared driveways: two (2) square feet. 

V. Downtown Area. Ground signs, monument signs, and traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in 
the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 61), 11-19-13) 
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Sec. 8.515. - Theaters.  

Theaters are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: one hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

II. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

2. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

3. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

4. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the 
building wall.  

5. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

6. Such sign shall identify the business and may contain one (1) change panel sign per street, 
not to exceed a sign area of seventy-five (75) square feet.  

III. Freestanding Business Identification. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding business 
identification sign per street.  

A. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

B. Monument signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

5. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

6. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

7. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

IV. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 
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D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

V. Downtown Area. Ground signs, monument signs, and traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in 
the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 62ð66), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.516. - Drive-in theaters.  

I. Business Identification.  

A. Tower signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business and may contain one (1) change panel sign per street 
front with a maximum sign area not to exceed forty-eight (48) square feet.  

2. The maximum height of such sign shall be fifteen (15) feet. 

3. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be five (5) feet. 

4. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

5. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than one hundred 
ninety-two (192) square feet.  

II. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

III. [Sum Total Sign Area.] The sum total sign area permitted for this use shall not exceed forty-eight 
(48) square feet.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.517. - Multifamily and duplex developments and manufactured home parks.  

Multifamily and duplex developments and manufactured home parks are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: sixty (60) square feet.  

II. Residential Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a dwelling unit the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot 
of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  
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3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Residential entryway signs.  

1. The maximum number of signs on each side of entry shall be one (1) sign. 

2. The maximum number of signs for each entrance shall be two (2) signs. 

3. The area of each such sign per entry shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet. 

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

5. The maximum distance from the entry driveway to the sign shall be twenty-five (25) feet.  

6. Such sign shall be architecturally compatible with other signs and with other structures on 
the site.  

7. This sign may be double-faced only when one (1) such sign is used for the development. 

III. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

IV. Downtown Area. Ground signs, residential entryway signs, and traffic directional signs shall be 
prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. 

A, §§ 67ð70), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.518. - Single-family developments.  

Single-family developments are allowed signs as follows:  
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I. Residential Identification: A residential identification sign may be constructed to identify a residential 
development. The maximum number of such signs of a parcel containing less than ten (10) acres is 
one (1) sign. The maximum number of signs for a parcel containing at least ten (10) acres but less 
than one hundred (100) acres shall be two (2) signs. The maximum number of such signs for a 
parcel containing one hundred (100) acres or more shall be four (4) signs.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

4. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

6. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

C. Residential entryway signs.  

1. The maximum number of signs on each side of entry shall be one (1) sign. 

2. The maximum number of signs for each entrance shall be two (2) signs. 

3. The area of each such sign per entry shall not exceed the following as determined by the 
size of the residential development:  

a. Less than forty (40) acres: Twenty-four (24) square feet sign;  

b. Forty (40) acres to one hundred (100) acres: Forty-eight (48) square feet sign;  

c. Greater than one hundred (100) acres: Seventy-two (72) square feet sign.  

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet, except when located on a 
perimeter wall, then the maximum height shall be seventy-five (75) percent of the total wall 
height not to exceed eight (8) feet.  

5. Such sign shall be located adjacent to the entry driveway a minimum of twenty-five (25) 
feet.  

6. Such sign shall be architecturally compatible with other signs and with other structures on 
the site.  

7. This sign may be double faced only when one (1) such sign is used for the development. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3953, § 1(Exh. 1), 6-28-11) 
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Sec. 8.519. - Commercial subdivisions.  

Commercial subdivisions are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Entryway signs are allowed for commercial subdivisions containing one hundred (100) individual 
businesses or more.  

II. Such signs shall contain only the name of the subdivision. 

III. The maximum number of such signs for each entrance shall be two (2) signs. 

IV. The maximum number of such signs on each side of an entrance shall be one (1) sign. 

V. The total area of such signs allowed at each entrance shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet.  

VI. The height of such sign shall not exceed five (5) feet. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.520. - Single-family residences.  

Single-family residences are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Each residence is permitted a name plate sign. 

II. Such sign shall only name the residence or the name of the occupant. 

III. The area of such sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot. 

IV. The height of such sign, if freestanding, shall not exceed five (5) feet. 

V. The height of such sign, if attached to a building wall, shall not exceed one (1) story.  

VI. The maximum number of such signs for each residence shall be one (1) sign. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.521. - Farms and ranches.  

Farms and ranches are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Each farm and ranch is allowed a name plate sign. 

II. The maximum number of such signs for each farm or ranch shall be one (1) sign. 

III. The area of such sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet. 

IV. This sign may be freestanding, if freestanding the maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet.  

V. Such sign shall only name the farm or ranch. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89) 

Sec. 8.522. - Banks.  

Banks are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: one and one-half (1½) square feet for each one 
(1) linear foot of building front foot.  

II. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  
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1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area allowed for each one (1) lineal 
foot of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. When the wall on which the sign is placed is two hundred (200) or more feet from any 
public right-of-way, the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of building wall shall 
be one and one-half (1½) square feet.  

4. The maximum sign height permitted shall be the maximum height permitted a building in 
the applicable zoning district, except in the downtown district where the maximum height is 
thirty-eight (38) feet.  

5. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

6. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

7. No part of a building wall sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than 
twelve (12) inches.  

B. Freestanding business identification signs. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
business identification sign per street.  

1. Ground signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

c. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

d. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square 
feet.  

e. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

f. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty 
(50) percent.  

2. Monument signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

e. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

f. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

g. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred 
forty (240) square feet.  

III. Automated Teller Machine (ATM) Sign.  

A. Such sign shall be located on the face of the machine. 

B. Any such sign may identify the individual business name, logo, time, and principal services 
offered at the ATM.  

C. The area of any such sign shall not exceed ten (10) square feet. 

D. The total sign area of all such signs at any one (1) site shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet.  
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E. The bezel and architectural border of an ATM sign shall not be included in the sign area unless 
they contain sign characters, logos, or other sign graphics.  

F. The area of any ATM signage not visible beyond the boundaries of the property shall not be 
deducted from the sum total sign area permitted for the use.  

G. Wording, symbols, and graphics which instruct persons on the use of the ATM shall not be 
considered part of the sign area unless they are visible beyond the boundaries of the property 
and attract the attention of the public.  

H. Such signs shall be subject to Development Review Board approval. 

I. No sign permit shall be required for such sign. 

IV. Automated Teller Machine (ATM) Directional Signs.  

A. Such sign shall be located only on a site offering automated teller services. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. A maximum area for business name or logo shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Time-related information and other information commonly used by a business to reference its 
particular ATM is allowed.  

F. The number and location of such signs shall be determined by Development Review Board 
approval.  

V. Downtown Area. Ground signs and monument signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 71ð75), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.523. - Service stations.  

Service stations are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area:  

A. Free standing signs maximum: thirty (30) square feet each; plus 

B. Building wall signs maximum: one (1) square foot for each one (1) linear foot of building. 

II. Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

4. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

5. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

6. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Freestanding identification signs. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
identification sign per street.  

1. Ground signs.  
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a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street shall be one (1) sign. 

c. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

d. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square 
feet.  

e. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

f. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty 
(50) percent.  

2. Monument signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

e. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

f. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

g. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred 
forty (240) square feet.  

3. Canopy signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of signs per canopy shall be two (2) each. 

c. For any one (1) side of the canopy, the maximum sign area for each two (2) linear feet 
of canopy wall shall be one (1) square foot, not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet 
of signage.  

d. No part of the sign shall project from a canopy wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

e. Any canopy signs will be calculated against total sign area allowed. 

f. Any canopy sign shall be centered on the canopy face a minimum of six (6) inches 
from the top and six (6) inches from the bottom.  

g. All canopies must receive Development Review Board approval before any permit can 
be issued for a canopy sign.  

III. Change Panel Price Signs.  

A. Vertical monument sign.  

1. The maximum height of the unit shall be three (3) feet. 

2. The maximum width of the unit shall be two (2) feet. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be six (6) square feet. 

4. The bottom of such sign shall be above ground level a maximum of one (1) foot. 

5. Such sign may be incorporated with a monument or ground sign. If combined, the 
maximum sign area shall be thirty (30) square feet.  

6. Such sign shall be located in a meaningful landscaped setting of not less than sixteen (16) 
square feet.  
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7. Each sign may be double-faced and illuminated internally or by indirect lighting. 

8. Each sign shall be placed in such a manner so as not to interfere with or to confuse traffic 
or present any hazard to traffic.  

9. The maximum freestanding signs per street, one (1) each. 

B. Horizontal monument sign.  

1. The height of the unit shall be two (2) feet. 

2. The width of the unit shall be three (3) feet. 

3. The bottom of such sign shall be a maximum above ground level of one (1) foot. 

4. Such sign shall be located in a landscaped setting of not less than sixteen (16) square feet.  

5. Each sign may be double-faced and illuminated internally or by indirect lighting. 

6. Each sign shall be placed in such a manner so as not to interfere with or to confuse traffic 
or present any hazard to traffic.  

7. The maximum freestanding signs per street one (1) each 

IV. Flags.  

A. Flags shall be for the purpose of advising the public of the status of fuel availability. 

B. Such flag shall measure twenty-three (23) inches by nineteen (19) inches. 

C. No gasoline, but other service available shall be indicated by a red flag. 

D. Gasoline available for commercial and emergency only shall be indicated by a yellow flag.  

E. Gasoline available to the general public shall be indicated by a green flag. 

F. Such flag shall not be used to convey any form of business identification and shall not be 
computed as part of the total sign area.  

V. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

VI. Downtown Area. Ground signs, monument signs, canopy signs, change panel price signs, vertical 
monument signs, horizontal monument signs, traffic directional signs, and flags (except for Untied 
States of America, State of Arizona, and the City of Scottsdale flags) shall be prohibited in the Type 
1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, 

Exh. A, §§ 76ð81), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.524. - Reserved.  
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Editor's noteð Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 82), adopted November 19, 2013, 

repealed § 8.524, which pertained to restricted parking signs. See also the Code Comparative 

Table.  

Sec. 8.525. - Auto dealerships.  

Auto dealerships are allowed signs as follows:  

I. Sum Total Sign Area. Maximum sum total sign area: one and one-half (1½) square feet for each one 
(1) linear foot of building front foot.  

II. Individual Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. When the wall on which the sign is placed is more than two hundred (200) feet from any 
public right-of-way the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of building wall shall 
be one and one-half (1½) square feet.  

4. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

5. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

6. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

7. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

8. Automobile manufacturer modifier signs for auto dealerships may be installed on the 
building wall, shall be subordinate to the vertical height of the business name, and 
calculated against the total allowed.  

III. Freestanding Business Identification Signs. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
business identification sign per street frontage.  

A. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

3. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

5. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

B. Monument signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

4. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

5. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 
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6. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

IV. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. The maximum number of such signs each for driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

V. Directory Signs.  

A. The maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board.  

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be seven (7) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be one (1) square foot for each business listed on the 
sign, and four (4) square feet for the name of the building or complex.  

VI. Automobile Manufacturer Signs.  

A. Auto dealers selling one (1) or more automobile manufacturer type at the same site shall be 
allowed to identify each manufacturer type on a freestanding sign or signs subject to the 
following:  

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be seven (7) feet. 

C. The maximum number of such signs per street shall not exceed three (3) signs and the 
maximum area of each such sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet.  

D. Such signs shall be separated from each other by a minimum distance of one hundred (100) 
feet.  

E. If only one sign is used, the maximum sign area for such sign shall not exceed forty-two (42) 
square feet.  

F. Such sign or signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet per sign.  

VII. Downtown Area. Ground signs, monument signs, traffic directional signs, directory signs and 
automobile manufacturer signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 2514, § 1, 12-15-92; Ord. No. 

3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, §§ 83ð89), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.530. - Special Developments.  

Sec. 8.531. - Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area less than thirty thousand 

(30,000) square feet.  

I. In any commercial district shown on Table 4.100.B., or any portion of a Planned Community P-C with 
an underlying zoning district comparable to a commercial district shown on Table 4.100.B., industrial 
district shown on Table 4.100.C., or any portion of a Planned Community P-C with an underlying 
zoning district comparable to an industrial district shown on Table 4.100.C., and in the Downtown D, 
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Planned Airpark Core Development PCP, Planned Unit Development PUD and Special Campus SC 
Districts, multiple-tenant non-residential buildings with a gross floor area less than thirty thousand 
(30,000) square feet are allowed signs, as follows:  

A. General requirements.  

1. Sign shall identify the building or complex. 

2. Sign shall not contain the name of any tenant(s) or occupant(s) of the building. 

B. Building wall signs.  

1. Any one (1) side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each five (5) 
linear feet of building wall.  

2. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

3. No part of a sign shall extend above the roof line. 

4. The face of the sign shall be parallel to the building wall. 

5. No part of a sign shall project from a building wall farther than twelve (12) inches. 

C. Freestanding signs.  

1. Freestanding signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

2. In all other areas, a building or complex is allowed one (1) freestanding sign per street 
frontage:  

a. Ground sign.  

i. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty 
(50) percent.  

vi. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty 
(120) square feet.  

b. Monument sign.  

i. Maximum area of sign: twenty-four (24) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel: four (4) feet. 

vi. Maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel: ten (10) feet. 

v. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) 
square feet.  

II. Traffic Directional Signs.  

A. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

B. Maximum height of sign: three (3) feet. 

C. Maximum area of sign: 

i. Driveway accessing one (1) lot: four (4) square feet. 

ii. Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: eight (8) square feet. 

D. Maximum area for a business name or logo on sign: 

i. Driveway accessing one (1) lot: one (1) square foot. 
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ii. Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: two (2) square feet. 

E. Traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

(Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 90), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.532. - Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of thirty thousand (30,000) 

square feet and greater.  

I. In any commercial district shown on Table 4.100.B., or any portion of a Planned Community P-C with 
an underlying zoning district comparable to a commercial district shown on Table 4.100.B., industrial 
district shown on Table 4.100.C., or any portion of a Planned Community P-C with an underlying 
zoning district comparable to an industrial district shown on Table 4.100.C., and in the Downtown D, 
Planned Airpark Core Development PCP, Planned Unit Development PUD and Special Campus SC 
Districts, multiple-tenant non-residential buildings with a gross floor area of thirty thousand (30,000) 
square feet or greater are allowed signs, as follows:  

A. General requirements.  

1. Sign shall identify the building or complex. 

2. Sign shall not contain the name of any tenant(s) or occupant(s) of the building, unless the 
sign is a mid-size monument sign or tower sign.  

B. Building wall signs.  

1. Any one (1) side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each five (5) 
linear feet of building wall.  

2. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

3. No part of a sign shall extend above the roof line. 

4. The face of the sign shall be parallel to the building wall. 

5. No part of a sign shall project from a building wall farther than twelve (12) inches. 

C. Freestanding signs.  

1. Freestanding signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

2. In all other areas, a building or complex is allowed one (1) freestanding sign per street 
frontage, or two (2) mid-size monument sign per street frontage in accordance with Section 
8.352.I.C. 2.e., as follows:  

a. Ground sign.  

i. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty 
(50) percent.  

vi. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty 
(120) square feet.  

b. Monument sign.  

i. Maximum area of sign: twenty-four (24) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel: four (4) feet. 

vi. Maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel: ten (10) feet. 
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v. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) 
square feet.  

c. Landscape wall sign.  

i. Maximum area of sign: twenty (20) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty 
(50) percent.  

vi. Sign shall be placed in a landscape area that is at least one and five-tenths (1.5) 
square feet per each one (1) square foot area of sign.  

d. Tower sign.  

i. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of thirty thousand 
(30,000) square feet to less than sixty thousand (60,000) square feet.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: fifty (50) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: fifteen (15) feet. 

ii. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of sixty thousand 
(60,000) square feet to less than one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: seventy-five (75) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: twenty (20) feet. 

iii. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet or greater.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: one hundred twenty (120) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: twenty-five (25) feet. 

iv. Sign shall be placed in a landscape area that is at least four (4) square feet for 
each one (1) square foot area of sign.  

v. Sign may include no more than three (3) tenant or occupant names. 

e. Tower sign alternative - mid-size monument sign.  

i. Two (2) mid-size monument signs may be substituted for one (1) tower sign in 
accordance with the following:  

(1) Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of thirty 
thousand (30,000) square feet to less than sixty thousand (60,000) square 
feet:  

a. Maximum area of sign: twenty-five (25) square feet. 

b. Maximum height of sign: eight (8) feet. 

(2) Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of sixty 
thousand (60,000) square feet to less than one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet:  

a. Maximum area of sign: thirty-seven and one-half (37.5) square feet. 

b. Maximum height of sign: ten (10) feet. 

(3) Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet or greater:  

a. Maximum area of sign: sixty (60) square feet. 
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b. Maximum height of sign: twelve (12) feet. 

(4) Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

f. Mid-size monument sign.  

i. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of thirty thousand 
(30,000) square feet to less than sixty thousand (60,000) square feet.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: fifty (50) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: eight (8) feet. 

ii. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of sixty thousand 
(60,000) square feet to less than one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: sixty (60) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: ten (10) feet. 

iii. Multiple-tenant commercial buildings with a gross floor area of one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet or greater.  

(1) Maximum area of sign: seventy-five (75) square feet. 

(2) Maximum height of sign: twelve (12) feet. 

iv. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) 
square feet.  

v. Sign may include no more than three (3) tenant or occupant names. 

3. Directory Signs. 

i. Maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development 
Review Board. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: seven (7) feet. 

iii. Maximum area of sign for each business listed: one (1) square foot. 

iv. Maximum area of sign for the name of the building or complex: four (4) square 
feet. 

4. Traffic Directional Sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

b. Maximum height of sign: three (3) feet. 

c. Maximum area of sign: 

i. Driveway accessing one (1) lot: four (4) square feet. 

ii. Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: eight (8) square feet. 

d. Maximum area for a business name or logo on sign: 

i. Driveway accessing one (1) lot: one (1) square foot. 

ii. Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: two (2) square feet. 

(Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 90), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.533. - Multiple-tenant commercial buildings in the PRC district.  

Multiple-tenant commercial buildings in the PRC District are allowed signs as follows:  
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I. Building or Complex Identification. A multiple-tenant commercial building may have signs identifying 
the building or complex on the building and on a freestanding sign. Such signs shall not contain the 
name of any tenant(s) or occupant(s) of the building except for mid-size monument and tower signs, 
which may include no more than three (3) tenant or occupant names. Building identification signage 
shall be allowed as follows:  

A. Building wall signs. Multiple-tenant commercial building or complex identification.  

1. On a one-story or multiple-story building, the maximum area of such signs for each five (5) 
lineal feet of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

2. The maximum height of such sign shall not exceed three (3) stories. 

3. No part of such sign shall extend above a roof line. 

4. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel with the 
exposed face of the building wall.  

5. No part of such sign shall project from the wall of the building a distance greater than 
twelve (12) inches.  

II. Individual Business Identification.  

A. Building wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the business. 

2. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of 
building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

3. When the wall on which the sign is placed is more than two hundred (200) feet from any 
public right-of-way the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot of building wall shall 
be one and one-half (1½) square feet.  

4. The maximum size of any wall sign shall be two hundred fifty (250) square feet 

5. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

6. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

7. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the face 
of the building wall.  

8. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve (12) 
inches.  

B. Projecting signs.  

1. Such sign is permitted only as approved in a master sign program. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be thirty-six (36) square feet. 

3. Such sign may project a maximum of forty-eight (48) inches from the wall of the building to 
the outside edge.  

4. Such sign shall be located a minimum of eight (8) feet above the adjacent grade. 

5. There shall be a maximum of one (1) such sign for each fifty (50) lineal feet of building wall.  

6. Such sign shall not be located within twenty (20) feet in any direction of another projecting 
sign on the same building wall.  

7. Such sign may be internally or externally illuminated. 

8. No part of such sign may extend above the roof line of the building to which it is attached.  

9. Such sign shall be oriented internally so that it is not visible from any public street or 
highway.  
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C. Shingle signs.  

1. Such sign shall be suspended from a roof overhang, covered walkway, covered porch, 
open lattice walkway, or attached to a building wall fascia.  

2. Such sign shall identify the business. 

3. No part of a suspended sign shall extend beyond the edge of the overhang. 

4. Such sign shall be on or adjacent to the business the sign identifies. 

5. The maximum number of such signs perpendicular to the business front shall be one (1) 
sign.  

6. The maximum number of such signs parallel to the business front shall be one (1) sign. 

7. Suspended signs shall maintain a minimum clearance between the bottom of the sign and 
the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) inches.  

8. Such signs may be attached to a fascia that maintains a minimum clearance between the 
bottom of the fascia and the nearest grade or sidewalk of seven (7) feet, six (6) inches.  

9. No part of an attached shingle sign shall extend above or below the fascia. 

D. Standing canopy signs.  

1. Such sign is permitted only as approved in a master sign program. 

2. Such sign shall identify the business. 

3. Such sign shall be parallel to the building façade and mounted at the leading edge of the 
canopy.  

4. Such signs shall be individual letters only. 

5. The height of the letters shall be subject to Development Review Board approval, up to a 
maximum of forty (40) inches.  

6. The maximum area of such sign shall be thirty-six (36) square feet. 

7. Standing canopy signs shall be limited to indirect illumination. 

8. Cabinet signs and exposed raceways are not permitted. 

III. Freestanding Building Identification. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding building 
identification sign per street frontage except as noted in Section 8.534.1.III.C.5.  

A. Ground signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the building. 

2. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting containing not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

3. The maximum individual letter area for such signs shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

5. Individual letters shall not cover a percentage of wall surface area greater than fifty (50) 
percent.  

B. Monument signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the building. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

4. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 
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5. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

6. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred forty 
(240) square feet.  

C. Mid-size monument signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the building. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be seventy-five (75) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be twelve (12) feet. 

4. Such sign shall be setback ten (10) feet from the property line and placed within a 
landscape setting containing not less than two hundred forty (240) square feet.  

5. Two (2) such signs shall be allowed to be substituted for one tower sign as provided in 
section 8.534.1.III.E. provided that the maximum area for each sign is limited to sixty (60) 
square feet.  

D. Landscape wall signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the building. 

2. The maximum area of such signs shall be twenty (20) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such signs shall be five (5) feet. 

4. The percentage of wall surface area covered by individual letters shall not exceed fifty (50) 
percent.  

5. Such sign shall be placed within a setting containing a landscaped area of not less than 
one and five-tenths (1.5) square feet per each one (1) square foot of sign area.  

E. Tower signs.  

1. Such sign shall identify the building. 

2. The maximum area of such sign shall be one hundred twenty (120) square feet. 

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 

4. Such sign shall be placed within a landscaped setting equal to four (4) feet for each one (1) 
foot of sign area.  

F. Column signs.  

1. Such sign is permitted only as approved in a master sign program. 

2. Such sign shall only identify the project. 

3. There shall be a maximum of one (1) column sign per street frontage. 

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 

5. The maximum area of any one (1) face of such sign shall be one hundred fifty (150) square 
feet. The maximum diameter shall be six (6) feet, if such sign is round.  

6. Such sign may be illuminated internally or externally, except that when located in the PRC 
ESL (planned regional center environmentally sensitive land) district such sign shall be 
limited to indirect illumination.  

IV. Traffic directional signs.  

A. The maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board.  
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B. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. However, a maximum height of eleven 
(11) feet shall be permitted subject to approval by the Development Review Board as part of a 
master sign program.  

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be five (5) square feet. 

D. The maximum area of a building name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square foot. 

E. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be ten (10) square feet.  

F. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a building name or logo shall be two (2) 
square feet.  

G. Such sign shall be oriented internally to the project. 

V. Directory signs.  

A. The maximum number of signs for a site shall be determined by the Development Review 
Board.  

B. The maximum height of such sign shall be twelve (12) feet. 

C. The maximum area of such sign shall be one (1) square foot for each business listed on the 
sign, and four (4) square feet for the name of the building or complex.  

1. Such sign is permitted only as approved in a master sign program. 

2. Such sign may contain advertising. 

3. Directory signs with advertising shall be located so that any advertising is oriented to the 
interior of the project and is not visible from any public street or highway.  

4. Directory signs with advertising shall be set back a minimum of one hundred and fifty (150) 
feet from the perimeter property lines of the project.  

5. The area of such sign used for the purpose of advertising shall not exceed the area used 
for the purpose of business, building, or project identification.  

VII. Sum Total Sign Area. The sum total sign area allowed for each use in this district is one and one-half 
(1½) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of building front foot. A use with one (1) front elevation 
facing a public street and a second front elevation facing interior to the development is allowed a 
sum total sign area of two (2) square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of building front foot.  

(Ord. No. 3824, § 1, 12-9-08; Ord. No. 3971, §§ 4, 5, 11-1-11; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 

9563, Exh. A, § 91), 11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.534.1.  

Sec. 8.534. - Medical facilities with a gross floor area less than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet.  

I. Medical facilities with a gross floor area less than thirty thousand (30,000) square feet shall be 
allowed signs as follows:  

A. General requirements.  

1. All medical facilities shall submit a master sign program, subject to Development Review 
Board approval.  

a. Signs directing medical and emergency responders to medical service areas and 
helicopter pads, and similar operational signs, shall not be included in the total sign 
budget.  

2. Building wall and ground signs shall identify the business, building or complex. 
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B. Building wall signs.  

1. On any one (1) side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each one 
(1) linear foot of building wall.  

2. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

3. No part of such sign shall extend above a roof line. 

4. The face of the sign shall be parallel to the building wall. 

5. No part of sign shall project from a building wall farther than twelve (12) inches. 

C. Freestanding signs.  

1. Ground signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

2. In all other areas, a building or complex is allowed one (1) ground sign per street frontage, 
as follows:  

a. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

b. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

c. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty (50) 
percent.  

d. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty (120) 
square feet.  

3. Emergency entrance sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each emergency driveway entrance: one (1) sign. 

b. Maximum area of sign: thirty (30) square feet. 

c. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

d. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least three hundred (300) square 
feet.  

4. Traffic Directional Sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

b. Maximum height of sign: three (3) feet. 

c. Maximum area of sign: 

(1) Driveway accessing one (1) lot: four (4) square feet. 

(2) Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: eight (8) square feet. 

d. Maximum area for a business name or logo on sign: 

(1) Driveway accessing one (1) lot: one (1) square foot. 

(2) Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: two (2) square feet. 

e. Traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

(Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 92), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.535. - Medical facilities with a gross floor area of thirty thousand (30,000) square feet or greater.  

I. Medical facilities with a gross floor area thirty thousand (30,000) square feet or greater shall be 
allowed signs, as follows:  
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A. General requirements.  

1. All medical facilities shall submit a master sign program, subject to Development Review 
Board approval.  

a. Signs directing medical and emergency responders to medical service areas and 
helicopter pads, and similar operational signs, shall not be included in the total sign 
budget.  

2. Building wall and freestanding signs shall identify the business, building or complex. 

B. Building wall signs.  

1. On any one (1) side of a building, maximum area of sign: one (1) square foot for each one 
(1) linear foot of building wall.  

2. Maximum height of sign: thirty six (36) feet. 

a. However, medical facilities with an Arizona license to operate as a hospital, and a 
gross floor area one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or greater, may have a 
building wall sign that complies with the following requirements:  

i. Maximum height of sign: the roof line minus half the sign height. 

ii. Sign shall contain the word "hospital" which shall be at least one-half (½) of the 
area of sign.  

3. No part of such sign shall extend above a roof line. 

4. The face of the sign shall be parallel to the building wall. 

5. No part of sign shall project from a building wall farther than twelve (12) inches. 

C. Freestanding signs.  

1. Freestanding signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

2. In all other areas, building or complex is allowed one (1) freestanding sign per street 
frontage, as follows:  

a. Ground sign. 

i. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum percentage of wall surface coverage allowed for individual letters: fifty 
(50) percent.  

iv. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty 
(120) square feet.  

b. Monument sign. 

i. Maximum area of sign: twenty-four (24) square feet. 

ii. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

iii. Maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel: four (4) feet. 

iv. Maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel: ten (10) feet. 

v. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least two hundred forty (240) 
square feet.  

c. Tower sign. 

i. Medical facilities with a gross floor area of one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet or greater:  
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(1) Maximum number of signs per street frontage: one (1) sign. 

(2) A tower sign shall not be allowed on the same site as a gateway sign. 

(3) Maximum area of sign: sixty-four (64) square feet, identifying the complex 
only. 

(4) Maximum height of sign: eighteen (18) feet. 

(5) Sign shall be placed in a landscape area that is at least four (4) square feet 
for each one (1) square foot of sign area.  

d. Gateway sign. 

i. Medical facilities with a gross floor area of one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet or greater:  

(1) Maximum number of signs per street frontage: one (1) sign. 

(2) A gateway sign shall not be allowed on the same site as a tower sign. 

(3) Maximum area of sign: one hundred twenty (120) square feet. 

(4) Maximum height of sign: twelve (12) feet. 

(5) Sign shall be located at a forty-five (45) degree angle to the street. 

(6) Sign shall be placed in a landscape area that is at least four (4) square feet 
for each one (1) square foot of area of sign.  

(7) Sign shall be limited to identifying the major entrances or corners of the 
medical facilities.  

3. Emergency entrance sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each emergency driveway entrance: one (1) sign. 

b. Maximum area of sign: thirty (30) square feet. 

c. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

d. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least three hundred (300) square 
feet.  

4. Ambulatory patient and visitor entrance sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each driveway entrance to a visitor's parking area: one 
(1) sign.  

b. Maximum area of sign: twelve (12) square feet. 

c. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

d. Sign shall be placed in a landscaped area that is at least one hundred twenty (120) 
square feet.  

e. For medical facilities with a gross floor area of one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet or greater, additional ambulatory patient and visitor entrance signs 
maximum: one(1) sign per intersection or directional change.  

5. Directory Sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs: as approved by the Development Review Board. 

i. For medical facilities with a gross floor area of one hundred thousand (100,000) 
square feet or greater, maximum: one (1) sign per building entrance, except the 
Development Review Board may approve two (2) signs at a building entrance 
upon finding that physical obstructions prohibit adequate viewing of the allowed 
sign.  
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b. Maximum height of sign: seven (7) feet. 

c. Maximum area of sign for each business name: one (1) square foot. 

d. Maximum area of sign for the building or complex name: four (4) square feet. 

6. Traffic Directional Sign. 

a. Maximum number of signs for each driveway: one (1) sign. 

b. Maximum height of sign: three (3) feet. 

c. Maximum area of sign: 

(1) Driveway accessing one (1) lot: four (4) square feet. 

(2) Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: eight (8) square feet. 

d. Maximum area for a business name or logo on sign: 

(1) Driveway accessing one (1) lot: one (1) square foot. 

(2) Driveway accessing two (2) or more lots: two (2) square feet. 

e. Traffic directional signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

D. Ancillary Building or Facility Signs for medical facilities with a gross floor area of one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet or greater.  

1. Signs shall identify the primary tenant, primary service, or building. 

2. Maximum number of signs for each building: one (1) sign. 

3. Regulations for sign types. 

i. Building wall sign. 

a. Signs on a building wall shall be oriented toward the primary pedestrian 
approach or vehicular approach to the building.  

b. Maximum area of sign: one (1) foot for each one (1) linear foot of building wall, 
up to forty (40) square feet.  

c. Maximum height of sign: thirty-six (36) feet. 

ii. Ground or monument sign. 

a. Maximum area of sign for individual letters: twelve (12) square feet. 

b. Maximum height of sign: five (5) feet. 

c. Ground and monument sign shall be placed in a landscape area that is at least 
ten (10) square feet for each one (1) square foot of area of sign.  

d. Ground and monument signs shall be prohibited in the Type 1 Area. 

(Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 92), 11-19-13) 

Sec. 8.536. - Airport (official Scottsdale Airport) uses.  

The airport (official Scottsdale Airport) is allowed signs as follows:  

A. Master identification.  

1. Building wall signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 
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b. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal foot 
of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

c. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

d. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

e. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to the 
face of the building wall.  

f. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than twelve 
(12) inches.  

B. Freestanding business identification. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
business identification sign per street.  

1. Monument sign.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such sign shall be one (1) sign. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be thirty (30) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

e. Such sign shall be placed within an landscape setting of not less than forty-two (42) 
square feet.  

f. Such sign may be double-faced. 

2. Directory wall signs.  

a. Such signs shall identify and give direction to facilities and tenants that operate within 
the boundaries of the Scottsdale Municipal Airport.  

b. The maximum number of such signs shall be three (3) signs. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-five (25) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be seven (7) feet. 

e. Such sign shall be placed within an landscape setting of not less than thirty-six (36) 
square feet.  

f. Such sign may be double-faced. 

C. Traffic directional signs.  

1. Such signs shall provide only traffic directional information for routing from perimeter 
arterial roadways and along major access roads to parking facilities.  

2. The number of such signs shall be determined by the Development Review Board. 

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be ten (10) square feet. 

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be eight (8) feet. 

5. Such sign may be double-faced. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 93), 11-19-13) 

Noteð Formerly, § 8.539.  

Sec. 8.537. - Special events and theme amusement parks.  

Special events and amusement parks are allowed signs as follows:  
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I. General.  

A. Events/activities which will occur on a designated date or during a limited period of time shall be 
allowed signage to promote the event/activity. The signage will support, promote and/or 
advertise the event/activity and may contain the names of a specific agency or business that is 
sponsoring the event/activity. All signs associated with the event/activity are temporary and 
must be removed by an the date specified by the general manager.  

B. The organization sponsoring the event/activity shall prepare and submit an application, 
consisting of a complete list and description of all signs, including directional signs, banners, 
pennants, flags, balloons, lighting, hot/cold air balloons and other features associated with the 
event/activity, and proposed times for erecting and removing the signs. The application will be 
reviewed and approved by the general manager.  

1. Names and logos of sponsoring agency(ies) or business(es) shall be limited to twenty (20) 
percent of the total area of lettering identifying the activity or event.  

2. All banners, pennants and flags shall be limited to twenty-four (24) square feet and shall be 
suspended no higher than thirty-six (36) feet above grade, except that all banners, 
pennants and flags suspended over roadways or driveways shall be no higher than 
eighteen (18) feet above grade and maintain a minimum clearance of fourteen (14) feet. 
Banners are allowed in the Downtown Area only.  

3. All signs, banners, pennants and flags spanning private walkways must maintain a 
minimum clearance of seven (7) feet six (6) inches.  

4. Searchlights are prohibited except in those cases where allowed in Section 7-602 of the 
zoning ordinance.  

5. Temporary off premises directional signs shall be limited in sign area to six (6) square feet 
for each sign. The total number and location of such signs shall be approved by the 
general manager.  

II. Theme Amusement Park Signs.  

A. Major theme amusement parks are theme amusement parks which contain an area of one 
hundred forty (140) acres or more and are developed according to a master development plan 
which is approved by the city.  

B. Minor theme amusement parks shall be any theme amusement park less than one hundred 
forty (140) acres.  

1. Monument signs.  

a. Such sign shall identify the business. 

b. The maximum number of such signs per street front shall be one (1) sign. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

d. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

e. The maximum vertical dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be four (4) feet. 

f. The maximum horizontal dimension of the cabinet or panel shall be ten (10) feet. 

g. Such signs shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than two hundred 
forty (240) square feet.  

2. Change panel identification signs.  

a. Change panel signs shall be available only for major theme amusement parks. 

b. There may be a change panel identification sign at each major street fronting the 
theme amusement park as determined by the Development Review Board. Such 
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signs, if any, shall be incorporated as part of your freestanding sign and included in 
the master sign program.  

c. The maximum height shall be eighteen (18) feet. 

d. The maximum sign area shall be seventy-five (75) square feet. 

3. Traffic directional signs.  

a. The maximum number of such signs for each driveway shall be one (1) sign. 

b. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

c. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

d. The maximum area of a business name or logo on such sign shall be one (1) square 
foot. 

e. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of such sign shall be eight (8) square 
feet.  

f. Where a driveway is shared the maximum area of a business name or logo shall be 
two (2) square feet.  

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 2401, § 1, 10-1-91; Ord. No. 

2701, § 1, 2-7-95; Ord. No. 3101, § 1, 1-6-98; Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-

17-03; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 93), 

11-19-13)  

Noteð Formerly, § 8.540.  

Sec. 8.538. - Master planned community.  

I. Master developer entryway signs shall be allowed master planned communities (MPC) (MPC's with 
one hundred sixty (160) acres or more subject to development review approval of a master sign 
program). Such signs shall be limited to a maximum sign area of one hundred (100) square feet per 
sign, and there shall not be a sign area of more than two hundred (200) square feet of such sign per 
entrance. A maximum of two (2) such signs shall be permitted at any one (1) entrance. The total 
number of such signs shall not exceed the total number of entrances to the MPC. Other signs within 
an MPC shall be allowed as permitted in the respective underlying zoning district as permitted by this 
ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 2278, 2-20-90; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 93), 11-19-13) 

Noteð Formerly, § 8.541.  

Sec. 8.550. - Reserved.  

Editor's noteð Former § 8.550, relative to downtown signs, was deleted by Ord. No. 2278, 

adopted Feb. 20, 1990. The deleted provisions derived from the basic zoning ordinance, No. 455, 

and Ord. No. 2260, § 2, adopted July 18, 1989.  

Sec. 8.600. - Temporary Signs Allowed.  

I. Temporary Commercial Signs:  
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A. Auto Dealership Promotional Events.  

1. Auto dealerships are allowed signs for promotional events as follows: 

a. Miniature balloons (twelve (12) inches to twenty-four (24) inches) may be placed 
outside of the public right-of-way commencing on Friday at 12:00 noon through 
Monday at 12:00 noon. The height of such balloons shall not exceed the height of the 
adjacent building.  

b. Pennants may be individually placed outside of the public right-of-way commencing 
on Friday at 12:00 noon through Monday at 12:00 noon. The height of such pennants 
shall not exceed the height of the adjacent building.  

c. Banners may be allowed on the site provided that they are not visible from off the 
property or installed in the public right-of-way. Such banners shall be limited to twenty-
four (24) square feet in size.  

2. No permits will be required for these signs. 

B. Grand Opening Signs.  

1. Grand opening signs may be displayed for a period of calendar days not to exceed thirty 
(30) days.  

2. The maximum number of grand opening signs for each business shall be one (1) sign. 

3. Grand opening signs shall not be located in any public right-of-way or on public property. 

4. A grand opening sign shall require a sign permit. 

C. Planned Regional Center (PRC) District. In addition to temporary signs permitted in Section 
8.600, seasonal and special event banners shall be allowed for multiple tenant commercial 
buildings as follows:  

1. The design, location, and mounting method for such banners shall be as approved by the 
Development Review Board.  

2. Such banners may contain both graphics and text. 

3. The maximum area of such banners shall be thirty-two (32) square feet. 

4. Such banners shall be mounted at a minimum height of eight (8) feet as measured from 
grade to the lowest portion of the banner.  

5. Banners shall be of a new material and shall be displayed a maximum of ninety (90) days.  

6. Such banners shall be mounted securely and shall not be allowed to flap in the wind. 

7. No rope, wire, or similar material shall be used to secure such banners. 

8. Such banners shall be oriented to the interior of the project so that it is not visible from any 
public street or highway, and shall be set back a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the 
perimeter property lines of the project.  

9. Seasonal and special event banners shall require a sign permit. 

D. Qualifying Directional Event Banner.  

1. Events/activities which will occur on a designated date, or during a limited period of time, 
shall be allowed to display qualifying directional event banner signage to identify the 
event/activity. The signage shall contain date, location, and the name of a specific agency 
or business sponsoring the event/activity. All signs associated with the event/activity are 
temporary and must be removed by the date specified in an approved qualifying event 
application.  

2. The organization sponsoring the event/activity shall prepare and submit an application, 
consisting of a complete list and description of all signs, locations, and other features 
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associated with the event/activity. The application will be reviewed and approved following 
the city's application process.  

a. The qualifying directional event banner sign locations are limited to streets in the 
following locations.  

i. Horizontal banners. At Scottsdale Road and Rancho Vista Drive, and at 
Scottsdale Road and Earll Drive.  

ii. Vertical banners. Along Drinkwater Boulevard; Goldwater Boulevard; along Frank 
Lloyd Wright Boulevard from Scottsdale Road to the west side of West Frontage 
Road of Loop 101; along the east side of Scottsdale Road from the south side of 
Loop 101 to Butherus Drive; along Greenway-Hayden Loop from Scottsdale 
Road to Frank Lloyd Wright Boulevard; and along Bell Road from Thompson 
Peak Parkway to the east side of the East Frontage Road of Loop 101.  

b. Names and logos of sponsoring agency(ies) or business(es) shall be limited to twenty 
(20) percent of the total area of lettering that is utilized to identify the activity or event.  

c. The qualifying directional event banner shall be limited to the following size and grade 
clearance:  

i. Horizontal orientation. No more than three hundred sixty (360) inches long and 
thirty-two (32) inches wide. The banner placement must be a maximum of 
eighteen (18) feet above grade and a minimum of fourteen (14) feet above grade 
clearance.  

ii. Vertical orientation. Not more than thirty (30) inches wide and ninety-six (96) 
inches long. The minimum distance from ground level to the lowest edge of the 
banner must not be less than fourteen (14) feet.  

d. Total number and location of such banners shall be approved by the City with the 
qualifying directional event banner application process.  

(Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; Ord. No. 3971, § 6, 11-1-11)  

Sec. 8.601. - Semi-permanent signs allowed.  

I. Generally: Semi-permanent signs, which by the nature of their construction are less prone to create 
problems of litter and deterioration than temporary signs but more than permanent signs, shall be 
allowed to remain in place as described below.  

A. On-premises development signs.  

1. A semi-permanent on-premises development sign is allowed only for the purpose of 
identifying a future development that has been approved by the development review board 
or a development under construction, and any such sign must be removed immediately 
upon completion of construction or issuance of certificate of occupancy for the last dwelling 
or tenant space of the announced development. The maximum number of signs allowed for 
each street the property abuts shall be one (1) sign.  

2. An on-premises development sign must conform to the following requirements: 

a. Such sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet. 

b. If placed behind a dedicated scenic corridor easement, such sign shall not exceed 
thirty-two (32) square feet.  

c. The maximum height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

d. Such sign may not be illuminated. 

e. Such sign may not be a permanent sign. 
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f. Such sign shall be removed immediately upon completion of construction of the 
announced development.  

B. On-premises contractor or subcontractor signs.  

1. The maximum number of such signs for each contractor or subcontractor shall be one (1) 
sign.  

2. The maximum sign area allowed each contractor or subcontractor shall be four (4) square 
feet.  

3. The maximum height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

4. All contractors and subcontractors engaged in construction or repair of buildings on an 
individual parcel of land may be listed on one (1) sign not to exceed an area of sixteen (16) 
square feet.  

5. On completion of the construction or repair of the building such sign shall be removed 
immediately.  

6. Such sign shall be for the sole purpose of designating the contractor(s) and 
subcontractor(s) engaged in the construction or repair of a building or buildings on a parcel 
of land.  

C. On-premises sale, lease, and rent signs.  

1. Such sign shall be placed on property being rented, leased, or sold. 

2. The maximum sign area for a parcel containing an area of two (2) acres or less shall be 
four (4) square feet.  

3. The maximum sign area for a parcel containing more than three (3) but less than ten (10) 
acres in area shall be nine (9) square feet.  

4. The maximum sign area for a parcel containing ten (10) or more acres shall be sixteen (16) 
square feet.  

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

6. Portable signs shall not be permitted. 

7. Such sign must be removed when the purpose for which the sign was erected has been 
completed.  

D. Off-premises open house directional signs.  

1. Open house directional signs shall be used to direct traffic to a residence for sale. 

2. Such sign shall be used only when a sales person or homeowner or homeowner's agent is 
present during the time of the open house.  

3. An off-premises open house directional sign shall be allowed at a rate of one (1) sign per 
each turning movement beginning at the residence for sale and allowed for a maximum 
one (1) mile distance from the residence for sale.  

4. The maximum area of each such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

5. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

6. Such sign shall not be illuminated. 

7. Such sign shall not be placed in any right-of-way. 

8. Such sign shall not be placed so as to create a traffic hazard. 

E. No trespassing signs.  
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1. "No trespassing" sign may be placed on private property, subject to the following 
conditions:  

a. Such sign may be freestanding. 

b. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

c. Such signs on a parcel of land shall be separated by a distance of one hundred (100) 
feet.  

d. Such sign shall not be placed in any public right-of-way. 

e. Such sign shall not be placed so as to create a traffic hazard. 

f. No permit shall be required for such sign. 

g. Sign must be removed if damaged, destroyed or no longer legible. 

F. Menu signs.  

1. A menu sign shall be used to display the published menu and the corresponding prices. 

2. Such sign may indicate if the restaurant is open and list the hours of operation. 

3. The maximum number of such signs for each restaurant shall be one (1) sign. 

4. The maximum area of such sign shall be four (4) square feet. 

5. Such sign shall be enclosed in a casing attached to the building and extending in depth 
from the wall not more than two (2) inches.  

6. Illumination shall be indirect only. 

7. No permit shall be required for such sign. 

8. Sign must be removed when the purpose for which the sign was erected has been 
completed. 

G. Master developer identification sign.  

1. Such sign shall only indicate the name of the MPC, the name of the entity developing the 
MPC, and the MPC or developer logo.  

2. The maximum number of such signs for each arterial or major collector street leading to 
the MPC shall be one (1) sign.  

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be sixteen (16) square feet. If placed behind a 
dedicated scenic corridor easement, such sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  

4. The maximum height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

5. Illumination shall not be allowed. 

6. Such signs shall not be located at entrances which have permanent MPC entryway signs. 

7. Such sign shall not be located in any right-of-way. 

8. Such sign shall be limited for a period of one (1) year with an option to renew the permit for 
an additional year based upon the status of the project as determined by the City of 
Scottsdale.  

9. Such signs must be removed within ten (10) days of completion of the project. 

H. Information center identification.  

1. Generally. Information center identification signs are allowed only for an MPC (master 
planned community) of not less than one hundred sixty (160) acres.  

2. Location. Such sign shall be located on the site of the information center. 
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3. Project identification. 

a. Building wall signs.  

i. Such sign shall identify the project name only. 

ii. For any one (1) side of a building the maximum sign area for each one (1) lineal 
foot of building wall shall be one (1) square foot.  

iii. The maximum sign height on a building shall be three (3) stories. 

iv. No part of a building wall sign shall extend above a roof line. 

v. Such sign shall be installed with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel 
to the face of the building wall.  

vi. No part of such sign shall project from a building wall a distance greater than 
twelve (12) inches.  

4. Freestanding identification signs. There shall be a maximum of one (1) freestanding 
identification sign per street.  

a. Landscape wall signs. 

i. Such sign shall identify the project. 

ii. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

iii. The maximum individual letter area shall be twelve (12) square feet. 

iv. Such sign shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

v. Such sign shall not be placed in any right-of-way. 

b. Monument signs. 

i. Such sign shall identify the project. 

ii. The maximum height of such sign shall be five (5) feet. 

iii. The maximum sign area shall be twelve (12) square feet. 

iv. The maximum vertical dimension of the unit shall be four (4) feet. 

v. The maximum horizontal dimension of the unit shall be ten (10) feet. 

vi. Such sign shall be placed within a landscaped setting of not less than one 
hundred twenty (120) square feet.  

vii. Such sign shall not be placed in any right-of-way. 

c. Sum total sign area. The sum total area of all such signs shall not exceed forty (40) 
square feet.  

d. Such sign shall be limited for a period of one (1) year with an option to renew the 
permit for an additional year based upon the status of the project as determined by 
the City of Scottsdale.  

e. Such signs must be removed within ten (10) days of completion of the project. 

I. Master planned community (MPC) information center directional signs.  

1. An MPC containing less than six hundred forty (640) acres shall be allowed no more than 
ten (10) MPC information center directional signs.  

2. An MPC of six hundred forty (640) or more acres shall be allowed a number of MPC 
information center directional signs not to exceed twenty (20) signs.  

3. The maximum area of such sign shall be ten (10) square feet. 
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4. The maximum height of such sign shall be three (3) feet. 

5. Illumination shall not be allowed. 

6. The text contained on such signs shall be limited to: 

a. The name of the information center. 

b. The direction to the information center. 

c. The distance to the information center. 

7. Such sign shall not be placed in any right-of-way. 

8. Such sign shall be limited for a period of one (1) year with an option to renew the permit for 
an additional year based upon the status of the project as determined by the City of 
Scottsdale.  

9. Such signs must be removed within ten (10) days of completion of the project. 

J. Major master planned community (MPC) information center directional signs.  

1. A major master planned community (MPC) contains six hundred forty (640) acres or more. 

2. Major MPC information center directional signs must conform to the following 
requirements: 

a. The maximum number of such signs in each MPC shall be one (1) sign. 

b. The maximum area of such sign shall be sixteen (16) square feet. If placed behind a 
dedicated scenic corridor easement, such sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square 
feet.  

c. The maximum height of such sign shall be ten (10) feet. 

d. Illumination shall not be allowed. 

e. The text contained on such sign shall be limited to: 

i. The name of the information center. 

ii. The direction to the information center. 

iii. The distance to the information center. 

f. Such sign shall not be located in any right-of-way. 

g. Such sign shall be limited for a period of one (1) year with an option to renew the 
permit for an additional year based upon the status of the project as determined by 
the City of Scottsdale.  

h. Such signs must be removed within ten (10) days of completion of the project. 

K. Window signs.  

1. Temporary signs on or inside the windows of a commercial establishment are permitted, 
but no signs are permitted in unglazed openings.  

2. The area of such signs shall not be deducted (except as allowed in Section 8.417) from the 
total sign area allowed but the total of all window signs shall not exceed the total sign area 
allowed for the use.  

3. No more than twenty-five (25) percent of any window pane that is more than three (3) feet 
in any dimension may be used for such signs.  

L. Temporary noncommercial signs:  

1. The person placing the sign and the property owner where the sign is placed are 
responsible for removing the sign within one hundred twenty (120) days of placement.  
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2. Maximum area of sign: 

a. Thirty-two (32) square feet for a sign placed behind a dedicated scenic corridor 
easement, and  

b. Sixteen (16) square feet for all other signs. 

3. Maximum height of sign: ten (10) feet. 

4. A temporary noncommercial sign shall not be placed in any right-of-way or public property. 

5. Signs shall be labeled with: 

a. The date of sign placement, and 

b. The name and phone number of the person(s) responsible for placing and/or 
removing the sign.  

6. In conformance with the Arizona Revised Statutes, the City may remove a political sign.  

7. The City may remove any other sign that: 

a. Does not include the information required in subsection 8.601.L.5., or 

b. Is placed for more one hundred twenty (120) days. 

(Ord. No. 2260, § 2, 7-18-89; Ord. No. 3515, § 1, 6-17-03; Ord. No. 3728, § 1(Exh. 1), 3-20-07; 

Ord. No. 3971, §§ 7, 8, 11-1-11; Ord. No. 4117, § 1(Res. No. 9563, Exh. A, § 94), 11-19-13)  

Sec. 8.602. - Sign free zone.  

I. Pursuant to A.R.S. 16-1019 as amended, the City Council by resolution may designate commercial 
tourism, commercial resorts and hotel sign-free zones, not more than two (2) zones may be identified 
within the City limits. The total area of each of those zones shall not be larger than three (3) square 
miles, and each zone shall be identified as a specific contiguous area. The City Council must find 
that based on a predominance of commercial tourism, resort and hotel uses within the zone, the 
placement of political signs within the rights-of-way in the zone will detract from the scenic and 
aesthetic appeal of the area within the zone and deter its appeal to tourists.  

(Ord. No. 3971, § 9, 11-1-11) 


